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of  L .?  ,  t;  1    ,     iv.i:^  'J ' ,  ..p  1-  u "!   1 ,  1 8 C C .     Lo\; e?.  1 , 


■  ^ 


PreriffimQries. 


PREVAILING  public  desire  that  the  ap- 
proaching  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incor- 
poration of  Lowell  as  a  city  should  be 
observed  in  a  fitting  manner,  took  form  in  the 
chambers  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the  evening 
of  Jan.  II,  1886,  in  the  following  Joint  Order,  in- 
troduced by  Councilman  Lawrence  J.  Smith,  and 
which  was  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council,  and  approved  by  the   Mayor,  to  wit:  — 


CITY   OF  LOWiaX. 


[seal; 


1^ 


In  Common  Council,  Jan.  11,  1886. 


ORDER    FOR   A   JOINT   SPFXIAL  COMMITTEE. 


(y  Ordered,  If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  concur,  that  a 
Joint  Special  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  the 
Mayor,  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  four 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of    observing  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of    the  incorpo- 
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ration  of  the  City  of  Lowell,  said  Committee  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  within  four  weeks. 


Ix  CoM.MOX  CouNXiL,  Jan.  ii,  i8S6. 
Read  and  adopted;  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

DAVID    CHASE,  Clerk. 


In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  15,  1S86. 
Read  and  adoj)ted,  in  concurrence. 

SAMUEL  IVL  CHASE,  City  Clerk. 


Jan.   16,   1 886.  A])proved. 

JAMES  C.  ABIiOTT,  Mayor. 

In  pursuance  of  tlic  above  order,  tlie  followinp;- 
naincd  |.;cnl  Icnicn  wcic;  .ippoiiilcd  to  .m  1  as  tlic 
Committee,  to  wit:  — 

Mayor  : 
JAMES    C.  AP.r>OTT. 

ALi)i:RNn':N  : 

JEREMIAH    CROWLEV.  JAMES  FRANCIS. 

C(JUNCn,MEN  : 

LAWRENCE   J.  SMLl'H.  ROSWELL   M.  ROUTWELL, 

CHAS.   H.  RICHARDSON.         CHAS    H.  HOBSON. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  Coimcilman 
Lawrence  J.  Smith  was  chosen  cliairman,  and  Coun- 
cihiian   Chas.    H.   Hobson  secretary. 
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On  the  evening  of  Jan.  19,  i<S86,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee,  Councihnian  Lawrence  J.  Smith 
presented  the  following  Joint   Resolution,  to  wit:  — 

CITY  01^^  L()\V1<:LL. 

In  Common  Council,  Jan.  19,  1886. 
Resolved,  l^y  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  oi  Lowell,  in  City  Council  assembled, 
as  follows  :  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee,  appointed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  observing  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  incorporation  of  the  City  of  Lowell,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  a  public  celebration  of  that 
event,  April  i,  1886,  and  the  expense  attending  the  same 
be  charged  to  the  Reserved  L^md. 


In  Common  Cocnch.,  Jan.  19,  1886. 
Read  once,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

DAVID  CHASE,  Clerk. 

Ix  Common  CouNcn.,  Jan.  19,  1886. 
Read  a  second  time  and  i)assed ;  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

DAVID  CHASE,  Clerk. 

In  Roakd  of  AldI'-Rmkn,  Jan.  19,  1886. 
lU'atl  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence, 

SAMUEL  M.  CHASE,  City  Clerk. 


Jan.  21,    1S86.  Ap])roved. 

JAiMES   C.   AlJl'.O'J-T,  Mayor. 


HE  morning  of  Thursday,  April,  i,  1886, 
found  our  citizens  astir  to  do  honor  to 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  existence  of 
Lowell  as  a  city.  The  skies  cleared  away,  giving 
promise  of  a  fair  day,  and  long  before  the  hour 
announced  for  the  opening  of  the  exercises,  the 
vast  auditorium  of  Huntington  Hall  was  filled  by 
those   anxious  to  participate  therein. 

The  hall  itself  was  a  perfect  bower  of  fiowers, 
the  front  of  the  gallery  being  tastefully  decorated 
with  potted  plants,  the  whole  culminating  with 
a  perfect  forest  of  hot-house  plants  on  the  stage. 
Brio^ht  -  colored  streamers  and  festoons  of  buntin": 
vied  with  the  natural  colors  of  flowers,  the  whole 
making  a  picture  very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

On  raised  seats  and  in  front  of  the  stage  were 
seated  the  children  of  the  public  schools,  number- 
ing some  four  hundred,  who,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  H.  B.  Day,  contributed  many  fine  numbers  in 
chorus. 


THE  CELEBRATION. 


Promptly  at  ten  o  clock,  Chairman  Lawrence  J. 
Smith  ushered  into  the  hall  and  to  seats  upon  the 
stage  His  Honor  Mayor  Abbott,  the  various  speakers 
and  the  invited  guests,  and  the  following  were  the 
morninor  exercises. 


of  |S:-lS3l|     O (D G 1 1 


1  s ;  j  ( u  1  cS  .s  ( i . 
Morning  Celebration, 

Al    Huiituij^lOii    Hcill,    Tiiui.-Dciay,    Apiil    1,    .1880,   at    10  ocloclc. 

h^li  li)  A  [mm  Gl  luiih  lllJNDI-lll)  Pl:|'llS  l]i  iilf  Pi,Hlli:  8i 

,\Mi 

1  HE    AMEIaMCAN    ORCMEoT  KA 
11      1  '..    I  ).\  \        -  C>  .1  H it  u  ior. 


Program. 


(.K.\.\l.)    .M.\k(  II 

•\MI,]:h 


A'/.'/.sV 


2,     1  1  \  M  N.     "  Aiiic  rica," 

(.111. I  iilrss  c»ui   native  hind  ! 
l''iiin  III. IV  she  cAci  ^1,111(1, 

Till '  uiL'li  slot  in  .iiul  nii;lit  ; 
W  luMi  the  uilil  t(.'ni|ir>!,>  r.iM:. 
Iviiln   mI    wiiul,-^  ami  wave, 
I  )ii  '11, Mil  our  (.(iiiiiti  V  ^a\'c- 

r.\-    riis'  L!iral  inivlil. 


lui  .11 11  ])ra\fr  shall  ii>(, 

'j  o   (lo.l,    ,>l)..Vt    the  <!.ir^; 

(hi   1  I  iiii  w  (.■  wail! 

1  11. .11    W  iiM  ail    rvri  lii;,.:h, 
( i  uardiii,!,  with  waU.h!  ul  c 
Tu  Th.  I  al.ual  wc-  I  1  y, 
{  IimI  -..  v.-  tin    Mat.-  ' 


Is  I  \     I  ;i  .  I    v.-    l;h  K  N  I  I  I 


(  "ilOkUS.      "  A  W  rlr.Miu-  1m  Ail        .     .     (  :  .)/, 

'I'hc   hiiLihl,  iii-s\    ia\->  111    lln:   lii  'iiiiiii; 

A  I  r  \\  (  Ka  /111..;  I  ■  >  lmi  !  ii  a  in  1  [>>  ail, 
Ami  lil./-Miin-,  llic  iiUMih'\v>  ail./i  n  iiii.;,, 

The  Wflcoinc  III    "piiiiL;-  cMi  >haie. 

I'.ut  (I. Ml   1(.  rai  h  lu  ai  1        the  -i\  c-ti  i;; 

( )l    i;l  iitk-  ami  lo\  in-   i>m      hi  w  : 
And  vwc.  t   he  llu    \iii(  i'  ol    .mi  ;.;r.  liin^, 

An.l  all  that  i->  -aA  di-app.  ai  I 

W'c  t.oim    with  line   \\.;  d-  .'1  aU'e.li.)!!; 

W'e  u.U'el   '■,  .m  with  h/\c  .  \  i  I  iiiore  : 
Ami  hii;.;ht   \k-  .  ...  h   IoimI  1    .  Oimu 
When  mem..p,   tin-   h-ni   -h  ill  i.  : 


i 

*^  ,       -      .  With   lieails  thai    iie  jMylulK-  1 1,  ,i  i , ,  i  i  i  i  ii',, 

■         .  ,    As  ea.  h   pie. lilt   t.n.e   we  lerall, 

^'         ■  (  )iir  \..ii  e,-.  .lie  inei  i  il\-  .-..iindiii:.; 

I  A   wel.aime  Id  .mk   .iml  In  .ill. 

A  wehuim.',  .i  ih.Mi-.imi  l.iml  wih-.m'--  all 
A  mi  etini.;.  .i  li, ice 1 1 1 r- .        t.'ii.l  .md  'im, 
A  w  eh  wine  t..  all, 

w  I  .  t  w  eh  >  'im-  in  all! 


5.     XA  I  IOXAI.   (  )\'l':k  ri'K  !'■.    ....    ii  .  .i/.v/.r 

A.M  1:1:11  ,\.\    (  »Kl  H  1.    1  1;  \ 

(>.     .\  \  I  lll-.M.     "Sill-  wr  Mciiil)  milu  iiu.l"  .    .  //.  /;.  /^tiv 

Sii]^         iiMiiiK   iinl'i  'ioij  Willi   -t!  ciu;lli  ;    in.iki    .1  i,  hi  <,  1  1 1 1 1  im/im'  uhp,  il.c 
ol  J:ti:ul.. 

<_»,  I  l.i).  youi    h.uuU  lo-elln-i,         Vi  |)L'-|>k-l 

(J,  siivj,  unto  ('n'd  willi  a  \''i^c  (il  incliutv; 
V'H  Kill;',  ul  all  ihc  caith.     Siiii;  \  <.    ['lai^r.-  wllli  uiulcr-^tainliipj,. 

()   I. Old.  (.11.11    (  ■in\ cniDi-,  lio\s   (..xcelkiil        Til',    iiainr   in  ai'   liic  wollil' 

Ileal  iiiv  \oiia-,  ()  (.loci,  in  in\  piuNcr;  iiicr-ci\c  iir,'  liu.  Iiom  Ic.u  ol  tlic  enciiiv. 
Tlic  l.onl   lliin~c!t    i■^  the-  iii.iii.m  ot    mine  i  n.  lii.'i  1 1  a  in  (.■  ; 

riioii  .sli.iii   niaintain  iu>,   loi.      i'lu.-  line-  aia-  l.iiieii  nnio  ini    in  |«l(.asaiil  i<lai,i-b  — 
\va,  i    lia\r   a   imxmIK    liu  iia-..  !      IK'    ln'Mi-lii    inc    :onh  into  ,1  pl:u  e'  ot 

lihcIU,    l)ci  ail-^r    lie    ll.ni    loiiipl    l'.i\(,l    unio  111' 

(.)  Lo:<l,  oui   Covcin  .r,  li-u   L.vi.cilcnt  i-~    Tliv  n  iine  in  .ili  tii-  woild! 

[•"loiM  all  that  dwell  below  the  >Li^- 
1  ea  the  C'u  atoi'-,  piai^e  ,11  i--(.-  I 

jehovah'.^  sdoiioii-,  name  Ix  --nn;.; 

i'hiou'.di  e\ej'.  hmd,  1>\'  e\ii\   loii-jm.  '  Aiiuii. 


7     Si:i.lM' TloN    I'l^OM      i:i<X.\M  ■•      ....  !)n// 

Wll.kl*  AN    <  >l't  M  I.-.  1  KA 


■S.     (IhJj^ALr:  MciuLlssoIni 


Nou   ihaiik  we  all  oni  (i(,d. 
\\  nil   he, lit,  .111(1   hamU,  .i.iid  \oiLC-. 

W  h  )  wondnni^  thiiiL'.-  halh  done 
in  u  h.  an   1  i  i^  world  i  eji  are^  ; 
Who  iioiii  oui"  niotlier's  arms 

1  i  ,il  h  l)k---^'d  us  1)11  our  wa\ , 
N\'ith  ciiunliess  uilis  of  l,>\c, 
And  still  is  ours  to d.iv. 

<        iiiu  s   this  1  loun  it  on-  CI  od 
'['111  oil:;!i   all   onr  life   he   ne;ir  u--, 

W  It  ti  (.;\  el  ji  i\  I  111  liearl--, 
\nd  t)les-,ed   peaee  t(..  eheea'  iis  ; 


And  k(.  cj)  11-  in  1 1  i-.  la  ace, 

And  ;j,unle         when  jierplexM, 

And  fiei    u.  Ir.im  all  ill.. 
Ill   thi     uoi  Ui  and  the   lU  .\I 

All  juai^    .incl  lhank>  to  Cod, 
I  he   I'-.ilhei,  m.w   he  ,-iveii  ; 

Tlu    .^011,  and  I  I  iiu  w  ho  reiiMis 
\\  il  h  Them  in  lii;:hc-l  lica\-..  n  ; 
d  ie    I  iiie   I'.U.  rn.d  (  lod, 

Wlnmi  earth  and  heiven  adon 
l  ot   thus  it  W.I  ~,  i-  laiw, 
.\nd  ^hall  h-  r'.erinore 


AM  1  1<  K  .\  N    t  Ma  II  I     1  K  A 


I'.ilciibin-i!; 


("IK  )K  A  1.1 


Mill  111!  l.KlIu')- 


A     MIIC    .^IKMI.-Im.Ki',    .,111     (  ,M(I,     I-     1  1 

Oui    hel).   11c -il  .ihd  >ii   li.  \u 

A  (.iu\sci  of  (U-.ulh  oiivsa 
l-;.ir-c    r,,lli.->,  tciir>,  ,iiid  i;.iic>.  and 
1  l.ns  \\(,    llr.    Ik. Ill  d.ii 


nil  - 1;.-  -li.L  Id  .iiid  \\ra| 
III,  I  \  iT'.  id  I  an  lupine 
as    i.pii,...  . 

-!a(  ad  Ik  1  >nai._:- 


III!  Mir^h  ,  nil  ( i\\  11  I  ( .1  (  1.  w  i."  ii.  >1  liiiiL;  c.w 
Inll  |.M  11-  tiij^lil:  lln  l'r,,|K.l  Mail,  1m 
A-d.  \.  w  li.>  ihi-  iiia\  Ih,  ?  (  I, MM  h 
(  M  Sal-aMili  ilu  I  ,,id  ;  ^.i,  (d.d  to  1 
'T       lie  lull-.!   \\\u  lln.    I.aiil.  : 


(-od  :..  ni   :o  ddivcr 
n-   naiin  o         i  |.,, 
ad.  ,,  d  - 


1 1.   Ai  )i  )i"  i;ss. 


1  :      11\M\.  -Alio. 


All-.  1    ol      l\  a-  r.    ll.ol;    h.,    I  no.  o  d   

S|)i  Lad  I  li\  'A  loll-  w  iiii',-  1.  I  lu  'Ml  . I,  in 
(  diiin;  u  liilr  our  \  oi.c,  -.  an    Lk  nd.  d   in  o. 

I'lv   lo  om   ail.   Iikn   Ur   ,  0.111)  d,  ai.  n  d. 

I'd',  lo  mil  all.  oil  iliL  win;,;-  o!  lln  do 
.S[)i  t  d  o\-l    tin.    iai— oniidiii;_,   |idio\\>  oi  ■;(, 

t  iouiird  uilli  lliinc  olive  iiaf  ;j,.oland  . 
,\in'id  ol    I'ra.  c,  ilion  Ini-l   wain  .1  loo  loi 


I'.i  ol  in  i-    \\a;  iiicHi,  lai  lin-  adai    ( a'  lliin^. 

Mili-lili^  lliL'  ^;itl-  ui.-  lia'/c  -.illuiLtl  lo. 
Swnil   will,   llu.'  odoi-   ol'    niNillr  and  iniH., 

Id  la.'/i;   ,  a    llu:   pi  ail  u\  and    la       h   ol    1 1; 

M.  adow  ,>n(l  nionnl.un  .lud  loo-;  and  ■ 
.S\\..(:l  i-.  tin.   l'i.(L;r.uuc  ol    in\ilii,-  and  piiu 

SwcLlci    liio   iiurii-c   \\a    oil,.  I    lo  lln.,, 
Idadlini-^  oiuc  iiioia;  ioiind   llii-  altai    ol  II 

All-ids  ol  llclhklu  in,  aii  w  i  i  iLa  r-li.,ii:  I 
llailLl  a  new   luiili-xjii-  i-  111  I  in-  lln  .-,|. 

L  1  as  llu    -toi  111  w  ind  ilial   tiiinjiK  lln 

l;id  tlu  ml!  bicalh  ol  ll:>  oi:;.in  i.  plv, 
l.cl   llu.    loiul  tciiiju-.4   ol    \oi,e-,  lepi\, 

Roll  lis  Ion-  -Ul-c  like  llu  cai  ill  :d.akill^ 
S\\(dl  the  va.-,l  son-  idl   ii   nioiinl.-.  io  ih 

Ai.-l1.>  of         ihK  luTn,  c  >  In.   llu     .liaii.  ' 


d.\ 


\  \         i:i)ic  ri(  )N 


\.\    I :  I'j  I.  A    r.i (  k  \  I  I  I 


KntscJiuicr. 


AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


'^Ibiircss  of  lllclcomc. 


THE   CHAIRMAN,  COUNCILMAN  LAWRENCE  J.  SMITH. 


Ladies  and  Geiitlonoi,  and  Scholars  of  the  Loivcll  Schools : 

Ir  is  my  plcasin<^  duty  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Celel^ration  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Incorpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  Lowell,  to  welcome  you  here  to-day. 
It  has  been  deemed  fitting  by  the  Committee  that  this 
morning's  exercises  should  be  devoted  in  an  especial  man- 
ner to  the  schools  of  our  city,  and  therefore  our  pro- 
gram this  morning  is  made  up  mainly  of  songs  of 
praise,  to  be  rendered  by  the  scholars  of  our  public 
schools.  The  story  of  the  growth,  development,  and  ma- 
terial })rosperity  of  our  beautiful  city  has  been  assigned 
to  the  elocpicnt  orator  of  the  day.  Hie  story  of  the 
establishment  and  progress  of  our  public  schools  has  been 
placed  in  most  worthy  hands.  These  stories  you  will  have 
the  pleasure  of  listening  to,  and  very  little  is  necessary 
to  be  said  by  way-  of  introduction. 
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That  Lowell  to-day,  upon  its  fiftieth  birthda)^  Is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  cities  in  the  world,  peo})]ed  by  a  happy, 
industrious,  self-respecting,  law-abiding  community,  is  a  fact 
patent  to  the  world,  and  we  have  come  here  to  rejoice 
in  our  prosperity.  And  while  our  present  prosperity  is 
due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  enterprise,  the  application, 
and  the  inventive  genius  of  the  founders  of  our  beautiful 
city,  the  school  system  which  they  in  their  wisdom  estab- 
lished, and  which  has  been  fostered  and  improved  with 
the  city's  growth,  has  been  a  most  potent  factor.  To-day 
we  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  our  schools.  We 
have  the  testimony  of  our  retiring  superintendent  that  he 
leaves  to  his  successor  (who,  I  beheve,  commences  his 
duties  to-day),  "as  enthusiastic  a  corps  of  teachers  as  can 
be  found  in  New  England,  or  even  in  the  United  States, 
and  some  of  the  very  best  schools  in  the  country."  A 
rich  legacy  has  been  entrusted  to  our  new  superintendent, 
and  we  know  it  has  fallen  into  most  worthy  hands. 

Children  of  the  public  schools,  the  future  of  our  city 
is  in  your  hands.  You  have  tenfold  the  advantages  of 
your  grandfathers.  Make  a  wise  use  of  those  advantages, 
and  many  of  you  will  have  the  ha])piness  (^f  celebrating 
Lowell's  glorious  centennial. 


jr)mnn.  -America.- 

Goo  bless  our  native  land  ! 
Firm   may  slic  ever  stand, 

Throuj^h   storm  and  nig]U ; 
When  the  wikl  tempests  rave, 
Ruler  of  winds  and  wave, 
Do  Thou  our  country  save 
Hv  Thy  ^^re.it  miii,ht. 


Iprancr. 
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For  her  our  prayer  shall  rise 
To  God,  above  the  skies ; 

On  HiriT  we  wait; 
Thou  Who  art  ever  nigh, 
Guarding  with  watchful  eye, 
To  Thee  aloud  we  cry, 

God  save  the  State  ! 


REV.  GEO.  W.  BICKNELL. 


•'A  Welcome  to  All"   .   .    CM.  von  Wcbcj\ 

The  bright  rosy  rays  of  the  morning 

Are  welcome  to  earth  and  to  air, 
And  blossoms,  the  meadows  adorning, 

The  welcome  of  spring  ever  share. 

But  dear  to  each  heart  is  the  greeting 

Of  gentle  and  loving  ones  here ; 
And  sweet  be  the  voice  of  our  greeting. 

And  all  that  is  sad  disappear ! 

We  come  with  true  words  of  affection; 

We  greet  you  with  love  evermore ; 
And  bright  be  each  fond  recollection 

When  memory  this  hour  shall  restore  ! 

With  hearts  that  are  joyfully  bounding. 

As  each  pleasant   face  we  recall. 
Our  voices  are  merrily  sounding 

A  welcome  to  one  and  to  all. 

A  welcome,  a  thousand  kind  welccMiies  to  all ! 

A  meeting,  a  greeting,  so  fond  and  so  true ! 
A  welcome  to  all, 

Sweet  welcome  to  all  I 
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National  ©uerturc   .  I  V.  Aloiirjo  Owen. 

AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


"Sing  we  Mkkrilv  unto  God"  .  .  //.  B.  Day. 

Sixc;  we  merrily  unto  CjOcI  with  strength  ;  make  a  cheerful  noise  unto 
tlie  God  of  Jacob. 

O,  clap  your  hands  together,  all  ye  people ! 

O,  sing  unto  (iod  with  a  voice  of  melody, 
For  God  is  King  of  all  the  earth.    Sing  ye  praises  with  understanding. 
O   Lord,  our  Governor,  how  excellent  is  Thy  name  in  all  the  world ! 

Hear  my  voice,  O  God,  in  my  prayer;  preserve  my  life  from  fear 
of  the  enemy. 

The   Lord  Mimself  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance ; 

Thou  shalt  maintain  my  lot.  The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleas- 
ant places  —  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage!  He  brought  nie 
forth  into  a  place  of  liberty;  because  he  had  found  favor 
unto  me. 

O   Lord,  our  (governor,  how  excellent  is  Thy  name  in  all  the  world! 

From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies 

Let  the  Greator's  praise  arise! 

Jehovah's  glorious  name  be  sung 

'J'hrough  every  land,  by  every  tongue!  Amex. 


Selection.    From  "  Ernani  "... 
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Vcrdi. 


(£l)ovale 


Now  thank  we  all  our  God, 
With  heart,  and  hand,  and  xoices, 
wondrous  things  hath  done, 
In   whom   His  world   rejoices  ; 
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Who  from  our  mother's  arms 
Hath  bless'd  us  on  our  way, 

With  countless  gifts  of  love, 
And  still  is  ours  to-day. 

Oh,  may  this  bounteous  (jOc! 
Through  all  our  life  be  near  us, 

With  ever-joyful  hearts. 
And  blessed  peace  to  cheer  us ; 
And  keep  us  in  His  grace. 

And  guide  us  when  perplex'd, 
And  free  us  from  all  ills 
In  this  world  and  the  next. 

All  praise  and  thanks  to  (lod, 
The  Father,  now  be  given, 

The  Son,  and   Him  who  reigns 
With  Them  in  highest  heaven  ; 
The  One  Eternal  (iod, 

Whom  earth  and  heaven  adore. 
For  thus  it  was,  is  now. 
And  shall  be  eveimore. 


Patrol  of  tl)c  (&nomc5   .  Eilcnhnro-. 

AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


<!ll)OralC  Martin  Luther. 

A  SURE  Stronghold,  our  God,  is  He  ;  a  trusty  shield  and  weapon. 
Our  help  He  '11  be,  and  set  us  free  from  every  ill  can  happen  ; 
A  crowd  of  deadly  foes  our  onward  way  oppose. 
Base  follies,  fears,  and  cares,  and  Sin  doth  spread  her  snares  — 
How  shall  we  flee  from  danger? 

Through  our  own  force  we  nothing  can,  straiglit  were  we  lost  forever; 
Hut  for  us   lights  the    Eioper   Man,  by   God  sent   to  deliver. 
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Ask  ye  who  this  may  be?    Christ  Jesus  named  is  He, 
Of  Sabaoth  the  Lord:  sole  God  to  be  adored  — 
'T  is  He  must  win  the  battle  ! 


C.  C.  CHASE,  A.  M. 

On  this  anniversary  occasion,  and  before  the  assembled 
schools  of  the  city,  I  shall  speak  historically  of  Lowell, 
and  especially  of   her  public  schools. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  March,  1824,  in  the  private  carriage 
of  Plon.  Kirk  Boott,  the  first  agent  of  the  founders  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  our  city,  there  came 
to  Lowell  the  Rev.  Theodore  Edson,  then  a  young  clergy- 
man, who  had  been  employed  by  the  directors  of  the 
Merrimack  Company  to  'preach  and  perform  pastoral  duty 
to  such  persons  in  their  employ  as  might  desire  it."  It 
was  he  who  became  the  founder  and  father  of  the  school 
system  of  our  city.  On  the  twilight  of  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  —  the  day  of  his  arrival,  —  the  carpenters  were 
stiU  at  work  on  a  new  two-story  building  just  erected  on 
the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  Green  Grammar  School-house, 
the  upper  story  of  which  was  a  hall,  constructed  by  the 
company  for  religious  worship,  the  lower  story  being 
designed  for  the  first  school  established  by  the  new  man- 
ufacturing colony.  On  the  next  day,  Sabbath,  March  7, 
1824,  divine  worship  was  held  for  the  first  time  in  Lowell, 
in  the  new  hall,  and  the  young  clergyman  preached  to  a 
crowded  and  attentive  audience.  It  was  not  Lowell  then, 
but  a  small  village,  called  East  Chelmsford,  containing 
about    six   hundred  inhabitants. 

Very  different  then  was  the  physical  aspect  of  our  city 
from  that  which  now  greets  the  stranger's  eye.  Swamps 
and  bogs  covered  large  portions  of  Market,  Tyler,  Charles, 
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Worthcn,  Anne,  Kirk,  and  several  other  streets ;  and  at 
tlie  lower  end  of  Market  Street  was  an  open  pond  of 
water.  Woods  covered  a  wide  area,  stretchinj^  far  in  the 
rear  of  the  Green  School-house.  The  reservoir  heights  in 
13elvidere  were  also  covered  with  w^oods.  In  the  rear  of 
our  post-office  rose  a  considerable  swell  of  land,  which 
long  ago  was  leveled  down  to  fill  the  low  marsh  which 
then  spread  out  where  are  now  Anne  and  Kirk  Streets 
and  the  vicinity.  A  pond  filled  the  present  site  of  our 
High  School-house.  One  of  our  old  citizens,  still  living, 
says  he  distinctly  remembers  the  following  remark  of 
Hon.  Luther  Lawrence,  second  mayor  of  our  city,  in  criti- 
cism of  Doctor  Bartlett,  first  mayor  of  the  city,  under 
whose  administration  the  High  School  lot  was  purchased: 
"What  do  you  think  of  a  man  who  will  locate  a  High 
School  in  a  pond  of  w^ater.^" 

The  buildings,  too,  of  those  early  days,  may  properly 
receive  a  passing  notice.  Most  conspicuous,  probably,  were 
the  first  Merrimack  mill  and  the  boarding-houses  adjoining. 
Next,  on  the  swell  of  land  behind  our  post-office,  already 
mentioned,  rose  up  the  elegant  mansion  of  Kirk  Boott, 
with  high  columns  in  front  and  a  fine  lawn  stretching 
down  to  the  Concord  River.  At  the  junction  of  the 
Merrimack  and  Concord  Rivers,  where  now  stand  the 
Massachusetts  mills,  was  a  hotel  called  the  "  Mansion 
House,"  kept  by  Capt.  Jonathan  Tyler,  long  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Lowell.  Over  the  Concord  River,  on  the  spot 
now  occupied  by  the  St.  John's  Hospital,  rose  conspicuous 
the  spacious  mansion  of  Judge  Livermore,  with  its  row 
of  poplar  trees.  In  the  vicinity  of  St.  Patrick's  Church, 
east  of  the  North  Common,  were  ranged  the  low  huts  of 
the  first  L'ish  people  of  the  city,  some  of  which,  after 
the    fashion    of   the    old    country,   had    walls    of    mud  and 
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were  covered  with  slabs,  with  a  barrel  for  a  chimney. 
This  settlement  was  familiarly  called  "the  Acre."  There 
were  Mixer's  Tavern  on  Central  Street,  from  which  the 
stages  for  Boston  started,  and  Blake's  Tavern,  on  Gorham 
Street,  —  two  rival  houses,  the  adjacent  streets  being  con- 
spicuously placarded,  to  make  sure  that  the  traveler  did 
not  put  up  at  the  wrong  house.  The  stone  house  at 
the  falls,  —  afterwards  the  residence  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Ayer, — 
was  then  a  hotel,  and  a  favorite  summer  resort  of  the 
wealthy.  Close  by  Pawtucket  Falls,  in  the  rear  of  the 
mansion  of  Frederick  Ayer,  Esq.,  was  an  old  saw-mill, 
then  the  sole  possessor  and  occupier  of  the  vast  power 
which  these  falls  supplied.  Overlooking  the  bluff,  near  the 
site  of  the  hospital,  was  a  red  school-house,  from  whose 
windows  the  pupils  looked  out  u[)on  the  rocks  of  Paw- 
tucket. There  was,  also,  on  the  Boston  road,  near  the 
corner  of  Thorndike  and  Central  Streets,  another  lonely 
building  called  the  old  red  schoobhouse.  Here  and  there, 
also,  were  farm-houses,  almost  all  of  which  have  now 
disappeared. 

General  Butler,  who  first  came  to  Lowell  when  ten 
years  old,  in  1828,  has  given  us  a  lively  description  of 
the  straggling  and  scattered  village,  when  it  first  burst 
upon  his  view  as  he  approached  the  place  and  stood  upon 
Christian  Hill,  where  now  is  the  reservoir  in  Centralville. 
The  General  playfully  mentions  a  large,  spreading  oak 
which  stood  at  Tower's  Corner,  not  far  from  the  Wash- 
ington House,  under  which,  on  the  first  morning  after 
his  arrival,  he  found  for  sale  and  ate  the  first  oysters 
he  had  ever  seen. 

It  is  remarkable  that  almost  every  structure  which  I 
have  mentioned  has  been  removed,  or  has  forever  disap- 
peared from  our  sight.      Kirk    ]^(jott's    elegant    mansion  is 
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now  the  hospital  on  Merrimack  Street.  Judge  Livermore's 
mansion,  known  so  long  by  many  of  us  as  the  ''old 
yellow  house,"  is  now  an  annex  of  the  St.  John's  Hos- 
pital. The  two-story  house  on  the  site  of  the  Green 
School-house,  in  which  Doctor  Edson  first  preached  and 
the  first  Lowell  school  was  kept,  is  now  on  the  west  side 
of  Cabot  Street,  between  IMerrimack  and  Salem  Streets. 
The  Mansion  House  Hotel,  at  the  junction  of  the  Merri- 
mack and  Concord  Rivers,  now  stands  on  Salem  Street, 
just  above  the  residence  of  Mr.  Patrick  Dempsey ;  and 
the  old  mill  at  the  falls,  and  the  two  old  red  school- 
houses,  and  the  mud  walls  of  the  Irish  huts  on  "the 
Acre,"  have  long  since  passed  away,  or  have  lost  their 
former  names. 

In  giving  the  history  of  the  Lowell  schools,  I  hardly 
need  to  mention  the  old  Chelmsford  district  scliools,  which 
had  been  established  in  the  territory  which  is  now  the 
City  of  Lowell ;  for  they  bore  only  a  very  remote  relation 
to  the  Lowell  schools.  They  were  soon  absorbed  in  the 
school  system  of  the  new  and  enter|)rising  manufacturing 
village. 

The  history  of  the  Lowell  schools  })roperly  begins  when, 
in  1826,  the  first  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Lowell, 
in  addition  to  the  Chelmsford  school  districts  just  men- 
tioned, established  two  new  districts  for  the  especial  use 
and  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  manufacturing  popula- 
tion of  the  rising  village.  These  districts  were  known  as 
No.  I  and  No.  5.  It  was  in  this  year  (1826)  that  Lowell 
became  an  incorporated  town.  For  about  two  years  before 
this,  a  school  had  been  sustained  at  the  expense  of  the 
Merrimack  Company,  under  the  sole  supervision  of  Doctor 
lulson,  in  the  two-story  building  already  mentioned.  For 
the   first    few   summer   months   the  school    was  taught  by 
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a  lady.  The  first  male  teacher  was  Joel  Lewis,  a  young 
man  of  much  modest  worth,  who,  after  the  service  of 
about  one  year,  entered  into  the  emi)loyment  of  the  Locks 
and  Canals  Company,  and  was  i;reatly  interested  in  the 
building  of  Mechanics'  ILdl.  He  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years. 

The  first  School  Committee  (chosen  in  1S26)  consisted 
of  some  of  the  first  men  of  the  town,  and  they  deserve 
more  than  the  mention  of  their  names.    They  were:  — 

1.  Rev.  Theodore  iulson  :  a  fearless  man  of  iron  will, 
who  knew  the  right,  and  never  shrank  from  standing  alone. 
He  justly  deserves  the  title  of  founder  and  father  of  the 
school  system  of  Lowell. 

2.  Warren  Colburn :  a  graduate  of  ILun^ard  College  and 
afterward  a  teacher  of  a  select  school  in  Boston,  who, 
though  called  to  the  important  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Merrimack  mills,  still  remained  enthusiastic  in  the 
cause  of  education.  A  part  of  the  labor  of  preparing  the 
three  mathematical  woiks,  which  have  made  his  name 
famous,  was  performed  amidst  his  arduous  duties  in  the 
service  of  the  Merrimack  Company,  Doctor  Edson,  who 
was  his  intimate  friend,  affirms  that  Mr.  Colburn's  favorite 
science  was  that  of  teaching, 

3.  Samuel  l^atchelder:  a  many-sided  man  of  high  literary 
culture,  a  devotee  of  science,  and  above  all  possessed  of 
the  highest  inventive  genius. 

4.  Dr.  John  O,  Green:  whose  venerable  presence  was 
but  recently  so  familiar  to  us,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  a 
quiet  man  of  sterling  worth  and  of  independent  thought. 
To  Doctor  Green  I  owe  a  debt  of  grateful  remembrance, 
for  he  was  the  Sub-committee  of  the  High  School  when,  in 
1845,  I  entered  upon  my  duty  as  principal  of  that  school. 
He  was  my  model  School-Committee    man.     He  faithfully 
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visited  the  school  every  week,  and,  in  tlie  most  unob- 
trusive manner,  observed  its  condition,  and  learned  and 
supplied  its  wants.  The  teacher  and  tlie  school  had  no 
firmer,  truer  friend.  For  many  years  Lowell  honored  itself 
by  placing  him  upon  her  School  Committee. 

5.  Dr.  Elisha  Huntington,  for  whom  this  hall  was 
named:  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  a  man  of  high 
social  and  literary  culture,  whose  polished  and  graceful 
bearing,  whose  kind  and  affable  nature,  made  him  always 
a  favorite  of   the  people  of  Lowell. 

To  such  men,  in  her  earliest  years,  did  Lowell  intrust 
the  precious  interests  of  her  public  schools. 

Let  me  here,  in  passing,  call  your  attention  to  the 
remarkable  longevity  of  these  five  men  — the  first  School 
Board  of  Lowell.  Mr.  Batchelder  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  Doctor  Kdson  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty- 
nine  years,  Doctor  Green  at  the  age  of  eiglity-six  years, 
while  Doctor  Huntington  lived  out  ahnost  precisely  the 
allotted  three  score  years  and  ten,  Mr.  Colburn  alone 
departing  in  the  midst  of  his  years. 

The  Town  of  Lowell  continued  the  district  system  of 
schools  from  its  incorporation  in  1826,  to  the  year  1832, 
when  the  graded  system  now  in  vogue  was,  amidst  much 
contention  and  opposition,  adopted.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to 
say  to  my  younger  hearers,  that  the  district  system  con- 
sisted in  having,  in  each  territorial  district,  one  school 
only,  which  was  attended  by  pupils  of  every  age  and  of 
every  degree  of  advancement.  I  might  also  add,  what  was 
very  often  true,  that  under  this  system  every  pupil  used 
as  text-books  such  books  as  he  saw  fit  to  bring  to  school. 
Even  in  Lowell  Doctor  Edson  tells  us  that  in  District 
No.  2,  at  the  Falls,  a  pupil  was  sent  to  school  with  an 
arithmetic  not  aj^iu-oved  by  the  School  Hoard,  and  demanded 
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to  be  taught  therein.  Upon  tlie  refusal  of  the  Board  to 
allow  this  book  to  be  used  as  a  text-book,  great  offense 
was  taken,  and  a  lawsuit  was  instituted.  An  action  of 
trespass  was  brought  against  the  teacher,  for  refusing  to 
teach  the  pupil ;  but  the  case  never  came  to  trial.  This 
old  district  system  was  exceedingly  defective,  and  it  is 
only  to  be  tolerated  where  the  i)opulation  is  so  thin  and 
so  scattered  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  establishing 
graded  schools  like  those  of  the  present  day  in  all  our 
cities,  in  which  different  schools  are  established  for  pu})ils 
of  different  ages ;  and  the  textd^ooks  to  be  used  and  the 
courses  of  study  are  fixed  by  authority  of  the  school 
board.  But  the  old  district  school,  with  all  its  faults,  is 
not  to  be  despised.  It  was  the  school  of  our  fathers. 
In  it  were  educated  the  best  and  noblest  men  of  America 
— -men  who  have  fought  for  our  liberties  and  founded 
our  free  institutions.  The  great  defect  of  these  schools 
was  an  almost  absolute  want  of  system  and  of  law.  The 
school,  from  year  to  year,  was  simply  what  the  master 
made  it.  As  King  Louis  XTV  said,  "  /  am  tJie  state,'' 
so  the  district-school  master  could  say:  I  aui  tJic  school.''' 
The  ruling  power  in  them  was  usually  the  master,  but 
sometimes  the  pupils.  In  the  latter  case,  it  only  remained 
for  the  master  to  walk  out,  or  to  be  carried  out.  I 
myself  have  seen  a  master  take  his  hat  and  leave.  The 
Rev.  Warren  Barton,  who  wrote  the  jileasant  little  book 
entitled  "The  District  School  as  it  Was,"  tells  us  of  one 
of  his  masters  of  the  name  of  Augustus  Star.  Master 
Star  was  a  hard  and  cruel  man.  The  boys  rose  in  their 
might  and  rage  and  deposed  him.  They  carried  him  bodily 
to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  whose  sloping  side  was  slippery  as 
glass  from  being  used  by  the  boys  in  sliding  down  hill. 
Without  sled  or  toboggan,  the  naughty   boys  shot  Master 
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Star  down,  down  the  slippery  way,  while  the  wag  of  the 
school  shouted:       llicrc  s^ocs  a  sJiootiii^z  star!" 

Mr.   Sherman,  formerly  Mayor  of    Lowell,   who  attended 
the  district  school  which    held    its    sessions    for  about  six 
years  in  the  school-room  on  the  site  of  the  present  (jreen 
School  building  (as  already  described),  at  our  High  School 
reunion  in   1864,  gave  us  some  very  amusing  reminiscences 
of  that  school.    *'The  time  of  the  teacher,"  he  says,  ''was 
about  equally  divided    by  drilling    in    Colburn's  First  Les- 
sons and  }junishing  the  boys."      One  of    the  punishments 
consisted  in   sending    the   offending    boys    through    a  trap 
into  the  dark  cellar,  to  remain  till  close  of  school.  "We 
always  had  a  good  time  down   there,"   says   lAIr.  Sherman, 
"the  principal  fun  being  see-saws,  for    which    game  some 
old  })lanks  and  the  wood-pile  afforded  us   facilities,  and  so 
being    sent    into    the    cellar,    like    being    conipelled    to  sit 
among  the  girls,  came  to  be  denominated  as  capital  \m\\- 
ishment.      One    day,   using    the    sticks    of    wood  as  le\X'rs, 
we  removed  one  of    the  large    stones    in    the  wall  at  tlie 
rear   of   the    building,  and,  after    that,   used    to    crawl  out 
and    roam    over    the    woods    and    swamps,   which  extended 
westerly  from  the  building  up  to   'the   Acre'     It  was  an 
unluck\'  dav  t»)r  us  whei\  our  master  di>CvUv veJ.  iHir  mode 
of  egre^r5  —  sunu',  boy^    not    gciiin^    back    r.-.^m   ij^.e  vv^wuLs 
in   season   to  go   up   when   called  at   the   close  of   the  hall- 
day.      Among    the    punishments    resorted    to,    one    was  t(j 
require  unruly   boys    to  seize    a    long  iron  staple,  fastened 
to    the    ceiling    for   holding    up    the    stovepi])e,    and  hang 
upon    it    with    no    other    support  ;    another,    to    hold  out 
lieavy  books  horizontally;  another,  to  stoop  down  and,  with 
the    finger,    hold    down    a    nail    in    the    Moor;    ai\other,  to 
have  clothes-pins  put  astride  the  nose;  and  an(^ther,  worst 
of  all,   to  sit    upon    pointed    sticks.      Master    l^assett,  who 
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taught  the  school  about  three  years,  had  ten  or  twelve 
of  these  stools  of  penitence,  and  would  frequently  have 
as  many  boys  out  on  the  floor  at  a  time,  bent  in  a 
sitting  posture  and  balancing  themselves  upon  the  sharp 
ends  of  these  sticks.  These  sticks  were  cone-shaped  and 
about  one  foot  high  and  three  inches  square  at  the 
bottom." 

Those  old  district-school  days,  however,  were  far  from 
being  days  of  peace  and  harmony  to  the  excellent  School 
Committee.  We,  at  this'  day,  read  with  surprise  the 
violent  opposition  made  to  the  introduction  into  these 
schools  of  Colburn's  First  I^essons  and  other  school-books 
pre})ared  or  recommended  by  Warren  Colburn.  This  re- 
markable contest  between  the  School  Committee  and  the 
people  I  will  describe  in  as  few  words  as  possible.  The 
Swiss  philosopher,  Pestalozzi,  had  recently  published  to 
the  world  his  new  theories  of  the  science  of  education. 
He  taught  that  the  understanding  should  take  the  place 
which  memory  had  given  ;  and  that  in  giving  instruction 
we  should  proceed  from  the  concrete  to  the  abstract,  and 
not,  as  heretofore,  from  the  abstract  to  the  concrete.  I 
can  not,  perhaps,  more  clearly  give  a  popular  view  of 
this  question  than  to  propound  and  solve  before  you,  by 
both  the  old  and  Pestalozzian  methods,  the  following  simple 
mathematical  problem  :  — 

If  2  pounds  of  beef  cost  40  cents,  what  will  g  of  a 
pound  cost  .-^ " 

By  the  old  method  we  are  taught  to  place  the  40  cents 
as  the  third  term,  the  ^  pound  as  the  second  term,  and 
the  2  pounds  as  the  first  term;  then  to  multiply  together 
the  second  and  third  terms  and  divide  by  the  first,  and, 
presto!  we  have  the  answer.  Neither  the  old  arithmetics 
nor  the  old  teachers  were  wont  to  give  any  reason  what- 
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ever,  why  this  trick  of  IcL^erdcnKun — this  uld  ''Rule  of 
Three''  —  <;ave  the  true  answer. 

V>\\\.  Pestalozzi  would  teach  us  to  throw  aside  all  al)stract 
rules  and  appeal  directly  in  the  following  manner  to  the 
pupil's  understanding:  "If  2  pounds  of  heef  cost  40  cents, 
1  pound  will  cost  half  of  40  cents,  i.  e.  20  cents.  If  r 
pound  cost  20  cents,  ^  of  a  pound  will  cost  1  of  20 
cents,  i.  e.  4  cents.  If  \  of  a  pound  costs  4  cents,  then 
i  of  a  pound  will  cost  3  times  4  cents,  /.  e.  12  cents," 
which  is  the  result  sought. 

When  1  was  a  hoy,  I  studied  arithmetic  according  to 
the  old  method.  I  learned  the  rules  and  went  strictly  by 
them,  and  the  answer  came  out  as  if  by  magic.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  I  ever  recited  a  lesson  in  arithmetic, 
or  gave  a  reason  for  any  of  my  processes.  I  well  recol- 
lect my  surprise  and  embarrassment  when  a  new  master 
asked  me  the  novel  question,  if  T  could  tell  why,  in  apply- 
ing the  ''Rule  of  Three,''  the  product  of  the  last  two  terms 
divided  by  the  first  gave  the  true  result.  I  was  con- 
founded ;  and,  though  I  had  studied  arithmetic  several 
winters,  I  had  never  thought  of  its  being  the  province 
of  a  teacher  to  ask,  or  of  the  pu})il  to  answer,  any  such 
novel  questions. 

The  merits  of  the  lY'stalozzian  theory  of  instruction  arc 
now  so  fully  conceded  that  it  is  hard  for  us  to  believe 
that  our  fathers  so  angrily  opi)osed  the  lunv  philosophy, 
or  that  they  should  regard  it  as  impertinent  and  unjust, 
that  a  pupil,  who  had  obtained  a  correct  answer  l)y  a 
rigid  application  of  an  abstract  rule,  should  be  called  upon 
by  the  teacher  to  go  beyond  the  rule  and  give  a  reason 
f(^r  his  process. 

As  I  have  already  said,  one  lawsuit  even  was  Instituted 
to  avenge  the  violated  honor  of  the  old  modes  of  instruc- 
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tion,  and  it  required  all  the  wisdom  and  forbearance  of 
the  excellent  members  of  the  Lowell  School  J^oard  to 
reconcile  the  people  to  the  new  methods  of  instruction. 
Even  teachers  were  sometimes  found  in  the  opposition, 
and  Mr.  Colburn  himself  sometimes  took  charge  of  a  class 
in  school,  in  order  to  exhibit  tlic  best  method  of  applying 
the  new  and  im|>roved  theory  of  instruction.  So  violent 
was  the  opposition,  that  when  the  Committee's  report 
recommending  the  use  of  Mr.  Colburn's  books  was  laid 
before  the  town  meeting,  a  motion  was  made  and  })assed, 
that  the  report  be  put  under  the  table ;  and  then  followed 
another  motion,  that  the  School  Committee  be  put  under  the 
table.  The  moderator,  however,  refused  to  put  the  latter 
motion,  as  being,  perhaps,  somewhat  too  personal.  So  un- 
willing were  our  fathers  to  exchange  a  s)'stem  wiiich  demanded 
the  memory  of  abstract  rules  for  one  which  awaked  the 
thought  and  appealed  to  the  understanding  of  the  pupil. 

It  is  remarkable  how  little  thought  our  fathers  were 
wont  to  put  into  their  mat  licmatical  pi'ocesses.  Professor 
Ouimby,  of  Dartmouth  College,  has  tohl  us  of  a  man 
whom  he  discovered  up  in  New  Ilanipshire  or  Vermont, 
who  professed  the  most  intense  enthusiasm  for  mathe- 
matical science.  The  Professor  was  delighted  with  his 
discovery.  "Surely,"  thouglit  he,  "here  was  another 
example  of  the  poet's  mute,  inglorious  Milton."  Put  the 
Professor's  enthusiasm  was  somewhat  dashed  when,  on  one 
occasion,  in  discussing  some  abstract  question  in  matlie- 
matics,  his  newly-discovered  genius  remarked  that  there 
was  one  thing  he  could  never  quite  understand,  and  that 
was  why,  in  addition,  we  must  carry  one  for  every  ten. 
"  ])Ut,"  added  he  decidedly,  "you've  got  to  do  it,  or  the 
answer  won't  come  out."  The  friendship  of  the  two 
scholars    was  short-lived. 
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Ikit  the  great  historic  conflict  in  regard  to  the  Lowell 
schools  occurred  in  1832,  when,  after  trying  the  district 
system  for  six  years  and  learning  its  inadecjuacy  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  people,  the  School  Board  resolved  to 
establish,  instead  of  the  six  district  schools,  two  large, 
graded  schools,  completely  classified  after  the  manner  of 
the  graded  schools  of  Boston  and  Newbnryport.  To 
accomplish  this  object  required  the  erection  of  two  large 
schoobhouses,  at  the  expense  of  about  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  To  this  proposition  there  arose,  even  among  the 
first  men  of  the  town,  a  most  determined  and  violent 
opi)osition.  Mr.  Kirk  Boott,  the  most  influential  citizen 
of  the  town,  i)rotested  that  the  town  was  already  in  debt 
and  could  not  afford  so  great  an  outlay  ;  that  already 
sufficient  and  suitable  provision  had  been  made  in  the 
public  schools  for  the  poor ;  and  as  for  the  rich,  they 
would  never  patronize  the  public  schools,  but  would  for 
their  children  seek  better  modes  of  instruction.  lion. 
Luther  Lawrence,  afterward  ]\Liyor ;  Hon.  John  P.  Robin- 
son, the  most  talented  lawyer  of  the  town,  and  other 
leading  men,  arrayed  themselves  against  the  School  Board. 
At  the  .  town  meeting  called  to  take  action  upon  the  ex- 
penditure of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  erecting  two 
large  school  buildings  for  graded  schools,  in  a  long,  pro- 
tracted, and  violent  discussion,  Doctor  Edson,  single-handed 
and  alone,  advocated  the  expenditure  and  triumphed  over 
all  opposition  by  a  majority  of  eleven  votes.  Almost 
immediately  another  town  meeting  was  called,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  rescind  this  vote.  Lawrence  and  Robinson, 
both  eminent  lawyers,  appeared  in  opposition,  but  there 
was  no  flinching,  and  Doctor  Edson  still  trium})hed  by  a 
majority  of  thirty-eight  votes. 

The    oi)[)osition    suriendered ;    and    the   two  sclu)ol  build- 
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ings,  now  known  as  the  Edson  and  the  l^artlett  School- 
houses,  were  erected.  Such  was  the  inauguration  of  our 
present  system  of  graded  grammar  schools. 

It  was  with  evident  and  justifiable  pride  that  Doctor 
Edson,  in  his  address  delivered  in  1848  at  the  opening 
of  the  Colburn  School,  records  the  fact  that  within  thir- 
teen months  after  this  violent  contest  was  ended,  upon 
the  visit  of  Henry  Clay  and  Governor  Lincoln  to  Lowell, 
both  Mr.  Boott  and  Mr.  Lawrence  waited  upon  these  dis- 
tinguished men  into  the  South  School  (now  Edson),  and 
showed  them  the  schools  in  very  successful  operation. 
The    Doctor's   victory   was  complete. 

I  have  but  a  brief  space  in  closing  to  devote  to  the 
history  of  individual  schools.  Of  the  grammar  schools, 
the  most  interesting  and  best  preserved  record  is  that  of 
the  Edson  School.  The  history  of  this  school  reaches 
back  almost  to  the  incorporation  of  Lowell  as  a  town. 
Its  name  has  several  times  been  changed.  Eirst  it  was 
known  as  the  district  school  of  District  No.  5,  its  earli- 
est teacher  being  Miss  Anna  W.  ILirtwell  of  Littleton, 
whose  humble  salary  was  one  dollar  and  ninety-three 
cents  per  week  and  board.  She  was  an  amiable  and 
accomplished  lady.  Her  term  of  service  was  short,  but 
it  was  long  enough  for  her  to  capture  the  heart  of  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  Hon.  J.  S.  C.  Knowlton, 
editor  of  the  Lozvcll  Journal  and  one  of  the  first  citizens 
of  the  place.  Mr.  Knowlton  subsequently  removed  to  Wor- 
cester, where  he  became  State  Senator,  Mayor  of  the 
city,  and  Sheriff  of  his  county.  The  second  teacher  of 
the  school  was  Joshua  Merrill,  l^^sq.,  who  for  many  years 
bore  an  honorable  name  as  an  instructor,  and  whose  ven- 
erable form  is  still  familiar  to  us.    To  him  I  am  indebted 
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mainly  for  the  history  of  the  Edson  School.  Mr.  Merrill 
began  to  teach  on  Nov.  5,  1827,  in  a  small  house  standing 
on  Middlesex  Street,  near  the  spot  on  which  the  Free 
Chapel  now  stands.  He  had  at  first  about  seventy-five  pu- 
pils, on  the  humble  salary  of  six  dollars  and  twenty-three 
cents  per  week,  out  of  which  he  paid  his  own  board.  It 
was  in  truth  a  day  of  small  things.  But  Master  Merrill 
was  a  man  of  the  right  mettle,  and  he  entered  upon  his 
work  with  enthusiasm  and  hoped  for  better  things.  And 
better  things  came;  for  in  1830  he  received  the  munifi- 
cent salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  year,  with  which 
he  was  so  contented  and  so  happy  that  he  took  to  himself 
a  wife,  whom  he  felt  abundantly  able  to  support,  and 
who  still  lives  to  cheer  and  bless  his  declining  years. 
Let  me  again,  in  passing,  speak  of  the  small  house  in 
which  Mr.  Merrill  first  taught.  It  was  originally  designed 
and  used  as  the  counting  room  of  the  Hamilton  and 
Appleton  Companies.  It  was  the  building  occupied  by 
our  High  School  when  it  was  first  opened  in  December, 
1 83 1,  under  the  principalship  of  Thomas  Clark,  now 
Bishop  of  Rhode  Island.  The  building  was  long  since 
removed,  and  it  is  now  on  the  south  side  of  Middlesex 
Street,  and  is  the  third  house  west  of  Howard  Street. 
It  has  been  enlarged  and  raised  upon  a  brick  basement 
and  divided   up  into  several  small  tenements. 

In  November,  1829,  the  Edson  School,  still  under 
Master  Merrill,  took  possession  of  the  new  school  build- 
ing now  known  as  the  Free  Chapel,  and  was  called  the 
Hamilton  School,  from  the  part  which  the  Hamilton 
Company  bore  in  sustaining  it.  The  school-room  was  a 
curiosity.  It  had  been  finished  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Ik^ard,  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  who  in  archi- 
tecture  at  least,  was   an  original   genius.    The   pupils  sat 
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with  their  backs  towards  the  tcaclier.  Master  Merrill 
was  obliged  to  occupy  a  sort  of  hi^h  pulpit,  for  when 
he  stood  down  upon  the  floor  he  could  barely  see  the 
heads  of  the  larger  pupils  rising  above  the  tall  desks. 
The  benches  were  sanded,  to  protect  them  from  being 
cut  by  the  boys,  but  the  rough  surface  made  such  havoc 
with  the  clothes  of  the  children,  that  the  mothers  com- 
pelled Mr.  Beard  to  remove  the  sand  and  re-paint  them. 
The  apparatus  for  heating  had  this  remarkable  peculiarity, 
that  the  aperture  through  which  it  was  expected  that 
the  hot  air  from  the  furnace  wouUl  enter  the  school- 
room, simply  conveyed  a  current  of  cold  air  from  the 
school-room  out  into  the  chimney.  After  running  the 
furnace  day  and  night  for  some  time  in  vain,  a  stove 
for  burning  wood  was  substituted  in  its  })lace,  and  all 
was   quiet  again. 

Many  a  fierce  battle  about  text-books,  discii)line,  etc., 
did  Master  Merrill  wage  in  those  troublous  times,  but  he 
was  sustained  by  the  School  l^oard,  and  he  firmly  held 
his  position.  He  accepted  the  situation,  and  when  he 
could  not  do  what  he  would,  he  checifully  did  what  he 
could.  When  he  could  not  ride,  he  was  contented  to 
go  afoot. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1833,  the  school  moved  into 
the  building  now  known  as  the  lulson  School,  wdiei'e  it 
was  made  a  graded  school  and  was  first  known  as  the 
South  Grammar  School,  then  as  the  First  Grammar 
School,  and  finally  as  the  lulson  School.  The  latter 
name  is  surely  most  appropriate,  for  this  is  one  of  the 
two  gratled  schools  for  the  establishment  of  which  Doctor 
lulson  (as  I  have  already  related)  so  persistently  and  so 
bravely  fought.  Master  Merrill  continued  the  teacher, 
with  a  salary  at   lirst  of  five  hundred    dollars,   which  was 
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subsequently  from  time  to  time  increased.  Mr.  Merrill 
resigned  his  position  in  1845,  ^'"^^^^  "^^'^^  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Perley  J^alch.  In  1870,  Mr.  Balch  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Ira  Waldron,  who,  in  1872,  was  followed  by  IVIr. 
Calvin  W.  Burbank. 

The  Bartlett  School  next  claims  our  attention.  I  have 
already  given  a  brief  account  of  this  school  in  its  earliest 
years,  when  it  occupied  the  two-story  building  erected  by 
the  Merrimack  Company,  on  the  })resent  site  of  tlie  Green 
School-house.  It  was  then  called  the  Merrimack  School, 
and  was  first  taught  for  a  short  time  by  a  lady,  who 
was  i^aid  by  the  Merrimack  Company,  and  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Joel  Lewis,  who,  after  a  service  of  about 
one  year,  was  succeeded,  in  1825,  by  Mr.  Alfred  N.  Bas- 
sett,  from  Atkinson,  N.  H.,  the  teacher  of  whose  peculiar 
modes  of  punishment  Mayor  Sherman  has  given  the  ac- 
count, which  I  have  just  read  to  you.  Mr.  l^assett  re- 
signed in  1829.  Flis  successor,  Mr.  Walter  Abbott,  of 
Milford,  N.  H.,  taught  only  one  year,  and  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Reuben  Hills,  of  Hancock,  N.  M.,  who  was  the 
teacher  of  the  school  when  it  was  removed  into  the  house 
which  it  now  occupies,  in  1833,  and  became  a  graded 
school,  known  as  the  North  Granimar  School.  Mr.  Hills 
resigned  in   1835.  J^^cob  Graves  was  the  principal  of 

this  school  from  1835  to  1841,  and  again  from  1843  to 
1847;  Mr.  G.  O.  Fairbanks,  from  1841  to  1842;  Mr. 
O.  C.  Wright,  from  1842  to  1843;  Mr.  J.  P.  Fisk,  from 
1847  to  1856;  and  Mr.  Samuel  ikment,  from  1856  to  the 
present  time.  This  school  was  one  of  the  two  graded 
schools  for  which  Doctor  I^dson  fought  in  1832,  and  it 
received  the  name  of  Bartlett  School,  in  honor  of  Dr. 
i:iisha    Bartlett,   the    first    Ma\or   of    Lvnvcll.---a    man  of 
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not  only  the  first  Mayor  of  Lowell,  but  also  the  first 
citizen  of  Lowell. 

Our  High  School  was  opened  in  December,  183 1,  as  I 
have  already  said,  under  the  principalship  of  Thomas  Clark, 
now  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Rhode  Lsland,  and  in  the  small 
building  on  Middlesex  and  Elliott  Streets,  in  which  Mr. 
Merrill  first  taught.  Doctor  Clark  was  then  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  the  house  was  so  small  and  the  teacher 
so  young,  that  the  Bishop  once  remarked,  in  this  hall,  that 
the  reasons  why  he  flogged  his  boys  so  seldom  were  — 
first,  the  house  was  too  small  for  the  operation,  and, 
second,  he  was  afraid  the  boys  would  turn  round  and  flog 
him  !  Eor  a  long  time  the  High  School  lived  a  very 
nomadic  life.  We  find  it  first  in  the  lower  room  of  what 
is  now  the  Eree  Chapel,  on  Middlesex  Street  ;  next,  in 
the  upper  room  of  the  present  lulson  School-house ;  next, 
in  Concert  Hall,  which  was  near  the  site  of  the  store  of 
Hosford  &  Co.  ;  next,  in  the  present  l^artlett  School- 
house  ;  next,  in  the  attic  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  on  Suf- 
folk Street,  now  used  for  a  parochial  school  ;  next,  for  a 
second  time,  in  the  Eree  Chapel.  Thus,  for  its  first  nine 
years,  like  the  ark  in  the  wilderness,  it  wandered  from 
place  to  place,  till  at  last,  in  1840,  it  pitched  its  moving 
tent  on  Kirk  and  Anne  Streets,  where  for  forty-five  years 
it  has  enjoyed  a  peaceful,  quiet  home.  Its  first  teacher, 
Bishop  Clark,  who  served  from  1831  to  1833,  still  lives; 
next  followed  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholas  Hoppin,  who  served  from 
1833  to  1835 — of  whose  death  we  have  recently  heard;  — 
next,  for  a  short  time,  Mr.  William  W.  Hall  ;  next,  Mr. 
Eranklin  Eorbes,  from  1835  to  1836,  who  became  agent 
of  Lancaster  Mills,  and  died  in  1877;  next,  from  1836  to 
1 841,  Mr.  Moody  Currier,  now  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; next,  from   1841   to   1842,  Mr.  Nehemiah  Cleveland, 
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who  devoted  his  last  years  to  literary  pursuits,  and  died 
at  Westport,  Conn.,  in  1877;  next,  Mr.  l*\')rl:)es  a  second 
time,  until  1845,  when  my  own  term  of  service  of  thirty- 
ci*^ht  years  began,  —  a  service  almost  three  times  as  long 
as  that  of  all  my  predecessors.  Mr,  V.  V.  Coburn  sue- 
ceedcd  me  in  ,883.  1779104 

And    here    I    find    my    allotted    time    is   all  exhausted, 
while  my  theme  is  but  just    begun.     All  of   the  primary 
and    most   of   the   grammar    schools    must    be  left  'Unnien- 
tioned.      For  the  last    forty  years    the  Lowell    school  sys- 
tem   has    been    so    well    established,   and    so    uniform  and 
successful    in    its   operation,  that  a  minute   history    of  all 
the    schools    would    be    monotonous    and    dull.      The  be- 
ginnings  of   institutions,  the   early  clash   of   opinions,  the 
conflict  of   theories    not    yet    tried   and    proved  —  ///esc  are 
what  afford  us  lively  and  interesting  history.    Well  has  a 
blessing  been   pronounced    upon  the  country  whose  annals 
are  dull.     Peace  and  prosperity  have  few  historic  charms. 
Turmoil   and    revolution,    wars    and    consulsions,    are  what 
give    piquancy  to    history.      When    all    goes    well,  what  is 
there  to  be  said  ?     The  record  of   all  the  other  grammar 
schools  is   but  a  transcript    of   the    record    of   the  lulson 
and    l^artlett    Schools,    after    the    early    contentions  had 
ceased,  and  their  character  was  fixed,  and  they  had  found 
a  peaceful  and  abiding  home. 

To  any  one,  however,  who  desires  to  read  a  complete 
history  of  all  our  grammar  schools,  I  have  only  to  say, 
"Is  it  not  recorded  in  the  chronicles  of  Alfred  Oilman, 
I':sq.,  a  learned  scribe,  well  skilled  in  ancient  lore.?"  To 
these  faithful,  unpublished  chronicles,  to  which  the  author 
has  politely  given  me  access,   I  refer  you  all. 

I   must  also  pass  over  all    further   mention  of    my  own 


36 


MORNING  EXKRCLSES. 


service  in  the  schools  of  Lowell.  It  was  to  me  a  pleas- 
ant service,  and  it  has  left  in  my  heart  many  deli<^htful 
memories.  Still  it  was  quiet  aiul  uneventful,  and  I  deem 
it  a  felicity  that  there  is  so  little  to  he  said  al)out  it. 


C)l)nin.       Angel  of  Peace"  Keller. 

Angel  of  Peace,  thou  hast  wandered  too  long ! 

Spread  thy  white  wings  to  the  sunshine  of  love! 
Come  while  our  voices  are  blended  in  song, — 

Fly  to  our  ark  like  the  storni-ljeaten  dove  ! 

Fly  to  our  ark  on  the  wings  of  the  dove, — 
Speed  o'er  the  far-sounding  billows  of  song, 

Crowned  with  thine  olivedeaf  g;irland  of  love, — 
Angel  of  Peace,  thou  hast  waited  too  long! 

lirothers  we  meet,  on  this  altar  of  thine. 

Mingling  the  gifts  we  ha\'e  gathered  for  thee, 

Sweet  with  the  odors  of  myrtle  and  i)ine, 

Breeze  of  the  prairie,  and  Ijreath  of  the  sea, — 
Meadow  and  mountain  and  forest  and  sea! 

Sweet  is  the  fragrance  of  myrtle  and  pine, 
Sweeter  the  incense  we  offer  to  thee, 

lirothers  once  more  round  this  altar  of  thine  ! 

Angels  of  Bethlehem,  answer  the  strain! 

Hark!  a  new  birth-song  is  Idling  the  sky!  — 
Loud  as  the  storm-wind  that   tund)les  the  main, 

Bid  the  full  breath  of  the  organ  reply, 

Let  the  loud  tempest  of  voices  reply, — 
Roll  its  long  surge  like  the  earth  shaking  main!  " 

Swell  the  vast  song  till  it  mounts  to  the  sky!  — 
Angels  of  Bethlehem,  echo  the  strain. 


BcncbictioiL 


REV.  GEO.  W.  BICKNELL. 
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After  the  morning  exercises  were  brought  to  a 
close,  tlie  invited  quests  were  escorted  to  tlie  Mer- 
riniac   Mouse,  where  dinner  was  served. 

The  interval  after  dinner  was  made  pleasant  by 
the  reunion  of  many  who  had  not  looked  in  each 
others'  faces  for  years,  and  many  were  the  stories 
of  the  struggles,  the  triumphs,  and  the  defeats 
which  these  meetings  drew  forth. 


Afternoon  Celebration, 

At    Huiitiiigtoa    Hall,    Tluusday,  Apiil    1,    1886,   at    2    o  clock. 


MUSIC    BY   THE    APOLLO  QUAF^TET, 

A  N  1 ) 

THE    AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


L.   V/.   HARDY,  Du'clor 


hi  ^ 


Program. 


1.     0V1':RTLIRI-:.     "R..nianlic"  Kclcr-Bcla 

AM  I  RK  AN    oRi  Hl.M  KA, 
HON.  JAMKS  C.   AHUOl  i',  PicMdciu  .,i  th^  ]>.,>. 

3.  I'RAVliR. 

KK\',   UWKN   M'RKK'I-,   n.  1,,  (/hapl.un  ,,l  the  D.iv, 

4.  OlJARTirr.     "  Hark,  the  Merry  Driiin." 

Apt  >Li.( »  ( u  ARri:r 

5.  GAVOTTK.     "Charming"  l.tTlticrc 

AMERICAN    (  )Ri  11  1;^  t  KA. 

6.  SOLO.     "Let  All  Obey"  SV^/Z/r//  l.cacli 

DR.    V.    R  RIX. 

L()1':M. 

i.iF.ur.  1..  w  riioMi'.sMN. 
S.  NTASI  A.     "  X'i^ioiis  ill  a  Lreaiu  "   ....  l.itiiibyf 

A.Ml.RH  AN    Ul-;c'H  KS  1  RA. 


9.     S(  )LO.     "  r  Am  Wait  in--." 

ItR.    W     1;     RIM  1  \ 


10.  OKA  I'lOX. 

llo.X.    I  KKIH  KK     l'.   CRI.l.N  llAl.t.i:. 

11.  (JL'A  Kl'l"/!'.  I'ullss  al  1  Imiiu' "    .     .  Arr.byRix 

AiM)i,i.( )  gi:  AK  I'l;  i'. 

\l.     WAI/r/.     iM-oni  -The  Hlack  llussar"     .      ,  Millockcr 

AM  l.RICAN    OKCHKS  I  RA. 

13.  lUuNI'lDlCnoN. 

TUK  l  IIAI'I.AIN. 


A  SOCIAL  LEVEE  AND  RECEPTION 


/;/  ///(•  i^'ciujii^,  al  liali-ptts!  sc:\ii  (i\/otk. 

Mr>ic   \',\    WW.   Ami  k'H  w  ()K(iir.-iK\ 
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T  two  o'clock,  Chairman  Sinitli  was  again 
i  at  his  post.  His  Honor  the  ATayor,  mem- 
]  bers  of  the  City  Government,  and  invited 
gnests  were  provided  with  seats  on  the  stage,  to- 
getlier  with  tlie  orator,  poet,  and  chaphiin  of  the 
occasion.  The  following  were  the  exercises  consti- 
tuting  the  afternoon  program. 

©UCVtUVC.    ''Romantic"  Kclcr-Bcla. 

AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


3fntV0bltCt0Vl}  ^biiVC5£i. 

THE   CHAIRMAN,  COUNCILMAN   LAWRENCE  J.  SMITH. 

Ladies  and  GentlLincu : 

In  behalf  of  the  Cominittec  of  An-anij,cmonls  I  cxtoiul 
to  all  a  hearty  welcome.  We  ha\-e  as.senil)led  to  do  honor 
to  aiul  to  celel)rate  as  best  we  can  the  fifuelh  annix'ersary 
of  our  city,  and  to  rejoice  at  our  present  i)ros))erity  ;  and 
J  trust  that  the  entertainment  that  we  ha\e  piei)ared  to 
commemorate  the  event   will   i)rove  to   be  entertainin_^-  and 
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instructive.  Wc  have  prepared  a  i)r()Lj,rairi  that  the  Com- 
mittee fondly  hope  will  frttinij;ly  commemorate  the  occa- 
sion ;  and  now,  ladies  and  i;entk;men,  without  any  further 
remarks,  allow  me  to  introduce  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the 
President  of  the  Day. 


HON.  JAMES  C.  ABBOTT,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  DAY. 

Afr.   Cliainnau,  and  Ladies  and  Gciitlcnicn : 

In  behalf  of  the  City  of  Lowell  I  cordially  welcome 
you  to  the  celebration  of  our  incor|)Oiation  as  a  city. 

In  1836,  government  by  a  mayor  and  council  was  sub- 
stantially an  experiment  in  Massachusetts.  Boston,  after 
one  hundred  and  seventy  years  of  agitation  of  the  project, 
had  been  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1822.  There  were  seven 
thousand  voters  in  Boston,  and  it  became  impossible,  with 
such  a  body,  to  do  business  projierly  in  town  meeting ; 
with  great  reluctance  the  town  government  was  abandoned, 
and  a  city  charter  accepted.  The  ne.xt  places  to  become 
cities  were  Salem  and  Lowell,  incor[)orated  seven  days 
apart  in  1836. 

The  old  New-England  town  government  was,  and  is,  the 
most  successful  and  the  jnu-est  form  of  democracy  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  From  [he  MayJIowcr  down  to 
the  present  time  that  sort  of  government  has  been  dear 
to  Massachusetts  people.  They  believed,  for  years,  in  the 
equal  and  thorough  distribution  of  authority  and  res})onsi- 
bility  in  both  Church  and  State.  Everybody  was  to  have 
the  right  to  participate  in  the  administi-ation  of  both,  and 
everybody  had  a  duty  which  he  was  bound  to  perform  for 
both.  In  order  to  enjoy,  with  certaint}',  that  right,  and 
to    discharge    effectively    that    duty,    they    thought    it  nec- 
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(jssary  that  every  voter  should  have  a  clireet  voiee  in  the 
niana_i;-ement  of  local  affairs.  Most  of  the  j)eoi)le  in  the 
old  Commonwealth  in  1820  believed  \'ery  much  in  two 
things:  congregational  government  and  the  "town  meeting." 
The  minority,  who  believed  in  episcopacy  in  church  matters, 
were  fervent  supporters,  nevertheless,  of  town  meetings  ; 
so  the  new^  city  charters  were  regarded  by  many  as  un- 
necessary. 

After  fifty  years  of  trial,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
management  of  municipal  affairs  by  a  mayor  and  council 
as  representatives  of  the  people  —  who  elect  them,  so  far 
as  Lowell  is  concerned —  has  been  a  successful  exjieriment. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  at  the  present  time,  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  concentrate,  still  further,  power  and  responsibility 
in  city  matters.  The  mayors  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  and 
])Oston  have  been  invested  with  authority,  compared  with 
which  that  delegated  to  l)Oston's  first  mayor  was  a  shadow. 
The  defects  of  municipal  government  in  cities,  which  does 
not  exist  in  the  towns,  are  not  due  to  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment, but  to  the  density  and  extent  of  the  population. 
It  needs  no  discussion  to  demonstrate  this.  Every  thing 
that  is  done  by  the  City  Council  of  Lowell  is  done  in 
the  full  light  of  the  abundant  publication  and  criticism  of 
the  l(jcal  newspa[)ers,  issued  every  w^orking  day  in  the 
year.  Nothing  can  be  done  in  a  corner;  nothing  can  be 
hid.  In  twenty-four  hours  after  a  meeting  of  the  City 
Council,  every  act  is  known  and  approved  or  condemned 
by  sixty-five  thousand  people.  As  long  as  a  majority  of 
the  voters  want  honest  and  wise  measures  at  the  city 
hall  there  will  be  nothing  else.  When  the  majority  want 
any  thing  else,  no  form  of  local  government,  depending 
on   the   will   of  the  majority,  will  save  us  from  ruin. 

During  these  fifty  years,  as  a  city,  we   have  i)ros])ered. 
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That  prosperity  has  not  been  without  an  occasional  check. 
Lowell  has,  at  times,  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  suf- 
fei-ed  depression."  We  ha\'e  had  our  )'ears  of  plenty,  but 
no  years  of  famine;  only  yeai-s  of  diminished  abundance. 
Within  the  memory  of  men  befoi-e  me,  who  are  not  old, 
the  stocks  of  our  jj,reat  manufactories  were  held  entirely 
outside  of  Lowell.  The  real  em[)lo\crs  of  our  peo[)le  were, 
almost  exclusively,  absentees.  I  mention  this  not  by  way 
of  com})laint.  The  founders  and  cnvners  of  these  mills 
were  oui'  benefactors  ;  the  wa^es  paid  by  them  ha\'e  been 
the  lifed)lood  of  our  city.  To-day  it  is  true  and  ^l; ratifying", 
that  a  large  and  respectable  interest  in  the  Lowell  mills 
is  lield  in  Lowell.  I  need  not  call  the  roll  of  successful 
business  men,  of  thrifty  manufacturers,  whom  we  have  all 
known.  What  consideral)le  failure  lias  there  been  amoni;- 
them  all.'*  Wdiat  dishonoied  names  do  you  remember.^ 
Think  over  the  list  of  our  tradesmen,  our  mei-chants,  our 
master  mechanics,  contractors,  owners  of  shops  and  manu- 
factories, and  all  those  eniplo)'ers  of  labor  outside  of  the 
original,  great  incorporated  companies,  and  tell  me,  has 
not  their  word  been  as  good  as  their  be)nd  Comi)are 
Lowell,  in  business  matters,  with  other  cilies  of  America, 
I  care  not  whether  they  are  greater  in  population  or  less: 
Go  where  you  will  in  the  broad  land,  you  may  find 
some  richer  places,  but  you  will  find,  in  the  fulfilment 
of  business  promises  and  the  payment  of  business  obliga- 
tions, no  place  with  a  fairer  record  than  plain,  old-fash- 
ioned Lowell.  Consider  the  great  mass  of  our  people : 
Where  in  the  wide  world,  for  so  many  years,  have  so 
many  wage-workers  lived  in  health,  in  thrift,  in  virtue 
and  happiness,  and,  withal,  in  |)eace  and  harmony  with 
their  employers,  as  right   here  in   Lowell  ? 

1    need  not  remind  you  of  the  enormous  aggregate  sums 
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deposited  by  our  people  in  the  saving-s  banks  ;  1  need  not 
describe  to  you  the  dwelhng's  in  which  you  Hve  ;  I  need 
not  alUide  to  the  luxuries  so  many  of  you  enjoy,  nor  to 
the  comforts  you  all  possess  ;  you  have  indeed  prospered, 
and,  after  fifty  years  of  labor,  there  is  wealtli  in  Lowell, 
and  wealth  honest  and  well  distributed. 

In  every  department,  maintained  for  the  public  comfort, 
the  public  health,  the  public  safety,  and  the  public  edu- 
cation, Low^ell  has  done  that  of  which  she  may  well  be 
l)roud.  Property  is  protected  by  a  police  force  and  a  fire 
department  second  to  none.  There  is  no  purer  water  for 
domestic  use  sui)plied  to  any  city  in  the  United  States. 
Our  schools,  and  the  jewel  of  i)opular  education,  have 
been  guarded  as  the  foundation  of  the  free  government 
which  our  fathers  created,  and  which  we  will  ever  main- 
tain. For  our  charitable  institutions,  private  as  well  as 
public,  we  need  not  blush  even  in  this  humane  and  benev- 
olent age. 

These  arc  our  victories  "of  peace,"  no  less  renowned 
than  those  of  war ;  and,  besides,  Lowell  has  a  heroic 
history,  to  which,  on  this  occasion,  we  may  turn  with 
mingled  sadness,  exultation,  and  patriotic  pride.  Almost 
in  the  middle  of  the  last  half  -  century,  twenty-five  years 
ago  this  month,  in  the  great  war  for  national  unity,  the 
first  volunteer  major-general  and  the  first  \ulunteer  soldiers 
on  the  Union  side  marched  from  Lowell,  l^^rom  the  veins 
of  these  soldiers  the  first  blood  was  drawn.  Throughout 
all  that  civil  war,  so  deplorable  in  itself,  and  so  glorious 
in  its  results,  there  was  no  city  or  town  in  the  North 
more  prodigal  of  its  best  and  bravest  blood  than  was 
Lowell.  One  seventh  of  our  populati(jn,  at  that  time,  was 
in  the  field  and  on  the  sea.  Your  conti-ib.'ition  to  national 
unity  and  permanence  was  costly;  it  was  munitlcent. 
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In  1830  the  population  of  lk)ston  was  less  than  that 
of  Lowell  to-day,  and  its  entire  property  valuation  was 
just  about  the  same  as  ours  to-day.  Should  Lowell  ex- 
pand, develop,  and  improve  for  another  half  -  century,  in 
the  ratio  and  proportion  of  the  past,  how  mighty  a  city, 
with  its  suburbs,  will  hll  this  valley  and  the  rei^ion  round- 
about !  But  what  the  future  has  to  uiifold,  beloni^s  to  the 
dei)artment  of  the  imagination,  —  to  the  orator  and  the  poet. 

I  congratulate  you,  fellows-citizens,  on  the  arrival  of  this 
anni\-ersary.  I  welcome  you  and  our  invited  guests  to 
the  exercises  of  this  day. 


|Dvancr. 

REV.  OWEN  STREET,   D.   D.,  CHAPLAIN  OF  THE  DAY. 

Great  and  eternal  God,  the  Author  and  Upholder  of  the 
vast  unix'erse,  who  hast  in  Tliine  hand  the  affidrs  of 
worlds  and  all  their  inhabitants,  we  adore  I'hee  to-day  as 
the  Sovereign  Ruler  of  this  world  and  of  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  to  which  Thou  hast  a|)[)ointed  their  place  ui)on 
the  chart  of  time,  and  their  boundaries  of  ri\'er,  and 
m(nmtain,  and  sea,  with  their  fertile  plains,  and  \'alle)'s, 
antl  hillsides;  their  \'aried  industries  and  their  cities; 
their  rulers,  their  judges,  their  senates,  their  seats  of 
learning,  their  churches,  and  their  schools  ;  their  families 
and  their  indixddual  citizens.  We  worshi]^  Thee  as  e\er 
the  same,  while  change  after  change  marks  the  course  of 
human  affairs  and  our  generations  come  and  })ass  away. 
We  gix'C  Thee  our  praise  to-day  as  the  gracious  l^\)under 
and  P]-cser\'er  of  our  nation,  the  God  of  our  fathers, 
wdiose  kind  hand  of  }n"o\idence  cai-ried  them,  and  has 
carried  us,  safely  thi"(nigh  the  rex'olutions  and  dangers  of 
the    past.      We  adore  Thee    as    the    keeper  of    oui-  cities. 
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without  whom  the  watchman  watchcth  in  vain.  We  praise 
Thee  tliat  Thou  didst  call  into  existence  this  fair  city  of 
ours ;  that  Thou  didst  plant  it  upon  its  strong  foundations 
between  the  rivers;  that  Thou  hast  poured  down  from  the 
clouds  the  waters  that  have  flowed  through  these  channels, 
and  given  their  mighty  strength  and  ser\ice  to  human 
industry  through  all  these  fifty  years  which  we  here  to- 
day review.  We  })i-aise  Thee  for  the  ability,  the  energy, 
the  wisdom,  and  pul)lie  spirit  of  the  men  whom  Idiou 
didst  so  graciously  endow  to  lay  these  foundations  and 
to  build  thereon.  We  praise  Thee  for  these  institutions, 
begun  by  them  and  put  to  the  })roof  in  succeeding  years, 
so  that  we  are  able  to  look  u\)on  them  as  our  goodly 
heritage.  We  praise  Thee  that  Thou  hast  during  these 
)ears  given  us  so  many  who  were  competent  to  succeed 
to  these  trusts,  and  who  have  jiroved  themselves  faithful 
and  true,  and  have  brought  forward  into  our  hands  so 
much  that  is  rich  in  promise  for  the  present  and  the  future. 

And  now,  upon  this  day  of  our  half-century  celel)i-a- 
tion,  we  offer  our  earnest  prayer  to  Thee,  tlie  Ciod  (jf 
our  fathers,  for  the  complete  and  large  fulhhrient  of  the 
])romises  that  we  are  permitted  to  read  in  all  that  Thou 
hast  hitherto  done  for  us.  Graciously  continue  to  bless 
us  in  our  rulers.  Let  Thy  favor  abound  to  Thy  servant, 
the  Mayor  of  this  city.  May  all  his  highest  and  best 
asi)irations  for  the  good  of  the  people,  for  tlie  prosperity 
of  our  institutions,  for  the  growth  of  our  intelligence  and 
virtue,  win  the  smile  of  heaven,  ami  hasten  on  to  their  ac- 
complishment. Endow  with  Thy  wisdom  those  who  are 
associated  with  him  in  the  government  of  the  city,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  strike  out  better  and  still  better 
l»lans  for  the  conservation  of  all  that  is  good  and  the 
su[)pressi()n   of  all   that   is  l)a{l.      l^less    us   in  and  thiough 
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the  faithful  guardianship  of  the  police  of  our  city,  and 
our  courts,  —  especially  the  tribunal  that  is  nearest  to  our 
city  life,  —  that  the  humane  and  just  intent  of  the  law 
may  not  fail  ;  that  crime  may  receive  its  due,  and  the 
lives  and  welfare  of  our  families  and  citizens  may  be 
protected.  Graciously  endow  with  wisdtim,  and  prudence, 
and  discretion  the  guardians  of  our  pulilic  system  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  teachers  appointed  by  them,  that  our 
schools  may  do  the  best  that  can  be  done  tl-irougli  them 
for  the  young.  May  our  churches,  of  every  name,  aufl 
their  pastors,  be  diviriely  led,  that  they  may  lead  the 
{)eople  into  all  truth  and  righteousness;  that  through  them 
the  Sabbath  may  be  kept  from  profanation  and  become 
more  and  more  a  blessing  to  our  city.  i\fay  our  great 
enterprises  of  industry  be  prospered  and  deserve  and  hold 
the  confidence  and  best  wishes  of  those  who  are  employed 
by  them.  May  our  merchants  be  prospered]  in  a  growing 
traffic,  that  shall  illustrate  more  and  more  the  principles 
of  evendianded  virtue  and  the  great  law  of  righteous, 
interchange  that  should  rule  among  a  Chidstian  jjeople. 
May  labor  in  every  useful  department  become  more  re- 
munei-ative,  and  the  homes  of  those  who  labor  more  con- 
tentetl  and  happy.  May  h.ealth  abound  in  our  city,  and 
the  voice  of  innocent  mirth,  and  joy,  and  gladness  be 
heard  in  all  our  dwellings.  May  immoralities  of  every 
form  and  ever}^  gi'ade  be  discountenanced,  and  that  right- 
eousness which  cxalteth  a  nation  be  the  stability  of  our 
tinie. 

May  the  cities  of  our  Commonwealth  advance  steadily 
in  all  that  is  good,  and  our  nation  go  on  to  fulfil  a 
destiny  that  shall  be  full  of  blessing  to  the  world.  May 
the  governors  and  rulers  of  our  States,  the  Tresident  of 
oui-  nation,   and  all   that  are   in  authority,  be  strengthened 
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for  all  that  is  good  and  prospered  in  tlieir  efforts  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

And  thus,  tlirough  all  our  cities  and  towns,  our  States 
and  Territories,  and  by  means  of  our  enterprises  by  sea 
and  land,  and  the  influence  of  our  citizens  throughout  the 
world,  the  good  time  be  brought  on  apace  when  mankind 
shall  seem,  and  shall  be,  one  common  brotherhood  —  the 
faitfiful  sons  and  daughters  of  our  own  common  J^\ither 
and  God. 

And  unto  II im  that  is  able  to  do  for  us  all  that  we 
ask,  and  far  above  and  beyond  all  that  we  ask  or  think, 
—  unto  the  only  wise  God,  our  Creatoi"  and  our  Redeemer, 
with  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  be  praise  throughout  all  ag\:s, 
world  without  end.  Amen. 


(ClUartCt      'MlAKK,    THE    Mr.KRY  DrUM." 
APOLLO  QUARTET  :  F.  R.  Rix,  W.  B.  Reilly,  Philias  David,  Jr.,  C.  E.  MitchelL 


Q5aiiottc.     CiTAR^riXG "  Lc  Thicrc. 

AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


Solo.    "Let  Ale  Oi-.ev"  StcpJicn  LcacJi, 

DR.  F.  R.  RIX. 


POCIU.    "The  Song  of  the  Loo^l" 

LIEUT.  E.  W.  THOMPSON. 

On  sprays  of  birches  the  pearls  of  rain 

(".atlier,  and  fall,  antl  gather  again, 

To  mingh.'  at  last  in  tlic   silwr  riUs 

That  sing  on   the  breasts  of  the  granite  hills,— 
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Sing  of  the  springs  that  l)u!)blc  and  How; 

Sing  of  the  crystals  of  mountain  snow; 

Sing  of  the  cloud  that  cr(n\ns  the  licight 

When  the  overflow  of   the  sunset  light 

On  the  dark  of  the  nimbus  paints  tlie  bow 

(3f  the  meteor  arch   in  prisniy  glow. 

In  ajons  past  the  song  was  sung, 

Ere  man  had  birth  and  the  world  was  young. 

From  the   mountain  side   to  the  ocuan  sand, 

In  a  rhythm   tuned  by  the   Master's  hand, 

The  song  of   Nature  was  sung  alone, 

I>y  a  chorus  of  pearls  to  art  unknown. 

The  northern  springs  are  as  clear  to-day, 

The  rain-drops  shine  with  as  pure  a  ray, 

And  the  crystal  snow  gleams   white  as  when 

F^irst  they   shone   on   the   eyes   of  men. 

But  the  river  that  bears   to  the  far-off  sea 

The   li(pnd   ])earls   from   the  treasur)' 

Of  the   "  Lake   of   Isles,"  is   held   in  thr;dl 

Ey   the  art  of  man   to   rise   and   fall  ; 

While  its  music  dies  in  the  wheel-pit's  gloom. 

And  the  song  is  drownetl  in   the  song  of  the  loom. 

Flying,  Hying,  to  and  fnx 

Backward  and   forward   my   shut  lies  go. 
Thrice  in  a  second  within  the  shed 
Of  the   warp   is   laid   the   Idling  thread. 
To  the   beating   reed   the   heddles  ^ing, 
And   the   iron   frames   in   chorus  ring. 
Warp  and   weft;  while   round  and  lound 
Tlie   turning   beam   the   web   is  wound. 
In  triumph  strain,  in  a  march  that  })lays 
Through  the  ringing  clamor  of  ringing  days, 
While  cajjtive   Nature  turns  the  wheel. 
The   notes   are   struck  on   chords   of  steel. 
And   this   is   the   song  of   the   Itusy  room, 
"The    trlunijili    of   art    is    the    iruil    ol    the  loom." 
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Flying,  flying,  to  and  fro, 

15ackward   and  forward  niy  shuttles  go. 
Scarcely  threescore   years  ha\'e  tlown, 
JUit  a  town  has   tlourished,  a  city  grown. 
Since  first  the  pearls  of   the   northern  hills 
Sped  my  song  in  the  echoing  mills. 
Now  to  the  strength  of  the  ca})tive  stream 
Is  added  the  giant  arm  of  steam. 
Higher  and  higher  the  stiain  has  soared, 
Wealth   in  the  lap  of   Art  has  i)Oured, 
Law,  and  order,  and  learning  meet, 
Business   throbs   in  the   l.uis)-  street. 
Rise  homes  of  comfort   and   spires   that  tell 
'l"he   temi)les   of   worship.     All   is  well. 

Flying,  Hying,  to  and  fro, 

Ijackward  and  forward  ni)'  shuttles  go. 
"  Dwell  in  the  lay,"  O  shuttle   mine  ! 
Pause  one  beat  in  the  cadenced  line  ! 
There  were  days  when  my  song  was  still. 
Days  of  dread,   when  each   silent  mill 
wStared  from  its   windows   and   only  saw 
The  fear  and   sorrow  born  of  war ; 
Saw   men   who  had   walked   their   busy  floors 
Marching  away   from   iheir   cU).^-etl  doors. 
With   stern,   set   laces,   to  join    the  strife. 
To  battle  and  die   for  the   Nation's  life, 
To  write  on  the  future   \et  to  be  — 
"  Labor  is   loyal,  it   shall   be  free."' 

Flying,  flying,  to  and  fro, 

Backward  and   ft^rward  m\-  >liuttles  go. 
Fifty  years  my  song   1   have  sung 
Since   the   natal   bells   of   the   city  rung. 
And   that   song   tonla)'   is   a  song   ot  ])ri(le. 
For   in   every   land,  on    the   ocean  wide. 
Its    name   is   known;   in   e\'ery  mart 
Is    stored    the    pr<»duct    of    ils    art  ; 
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And   where   the   record   of   men   yon  find 

Who   have   served    their   country    and   their  kind, 

With   sword   or   pen,  with   voice   and  heart, 

Lowell    has    there   an    honored  part. 

\)y   busy   mills    that   siuL^   and  sin;^-, 

liy   engine-stroke   and   anvil's  rini;, 

It   lias    writ   in   fabric,   and   steel,  aiul    wood  — 

"  Art   is   the   handmaid  of   human  good."' 


''Visions  in  a  Dream"    ....  Luuibyc. 

AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


Solo.    "  T  Am  Waiting." 

DR.  W.  B.  REILLY. 


©ration. 

HON.  FREDERIC  T.  GREENHALGE. 

Mr.   Mayor,  Friends,  ami  Fcllow-Ciiizciis : 

A.S  I  enter  upon  the  honorable  duty  nssi^i^-necl  me  by 
yoiu"  courtesy  and  partiality,  1  am  impressed  by  a  pro- 
found sense  of  how  mtich  of  whatever  tends  to  g,ive 
comfort  and  inspiration  to  life  I  owe  to  the  City  of 
Lowell, — its  institutions  and  its  influences;  —  and  I  rejoice 
that  this  occasion  affords  me  an  op))ortunity  of  offering; 
htmibly  and  fei'vently  a  tribtite  of  earnest  g'ratitude  to 
the  city^  of  my  affections,   my   memoiies,  and   my  hopes. 

As  I  have  said,  the  duty  I  am  to  perform  is  an  hon- 
orable one;  it  is  to  me  something  moie  —  it  is  a  duty 
welcome,  agreeable,  and  full  of  interest,  becatisc  it  requires 
r.ie  to  review  —  cursorily,  it  is  true  —  a  c^'cle  of  mtuiicipal 
history  marked  by  a  development  and  a  prosperity  little 
short  of  marvelous. 
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A    wise    physician,    who    was    still    in    the    freshness  of 
manhood,   but  who  had    learned  how  uncertain   human  life 
was,  and  what  perils    and   vicissitudes    it    must  encounter, 
and  through  what  wonderful  experiences  it  must  pass  every 
moment,  stated  his  age  in  these  words  :    "  For  my  life,  it 
is  a  miracle  of  thirty  years."     Mow  much  greater  a  mir- 
acle   we    ai-e    called    upon    to    contemplate    to-day  —  a  half- 
century  of  the  life  of   a  great  community,  comj^rehending 
thousands  and   tens  of  thousands  of    individual  lives,  with 
all  tlieir  countless  experiences !     And    at   the  outset,  how 
strange  and  mysterious  seems  the  transition  by  which,  in 
little  more  than  fifty   years,  a  rude   Indian  fishing  village, 
maintaining    a   precarious    existence    by    the  scanty  means 
possessed    by   a    barbarous    people,  has    given    place    to  a 
community    considerable    in   numbers,   progressive,  thrix'ing, 
and  intelligent  ;  controlled  by  morality,  inspired  by  religion, 
and   rejoicing  in  all   the   "glorious  gains"  of  learning  and 
art  !    The  wigwam  of  the  savage,  the  type  of  one  epoch, 
has  vanished  ;    the  type  of   another   epoch   rises  before  us 
in  all   the  beauty  of    proportion,   combining  strength,  sym- 
metry, and  airy  grace,  —  the  great    iMerrimack  chimney, — ■ 
illustrating  no  bloody    conquest,   no    freak    of    art,   but,  as 
it  towers  above    and  yet    aids    constantly    the   toiling  city 
at  its  base,  proclaiming  by  day  and  night,  to  the  morning 
and  the  evening,  a  truth    charged    with   more  of  blessing 
to  humanity,  to  you  and  to  me,  than  the  tower  of  Pisa, 
or    the    column    of   Trajan.     And    what    mighty    force,  or 
what  gracious  power,  brought  about  this  wonderful  change? 
It  was  industry;  yes,  industry   throned   at  the  confluence 
of  our  shining    rivers,  that,  with    Christ-like    touch,  trans- 
muted the  water  of   barbaric  life    into  the  wine  of  civili- 
zation and  progress. 

And  the  community  whose  history  we  are  contemplating 
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is  one  of  no  ordinary  character;  and  at  the  lK\<^inning  it 
cntored  upon  a  daring  experiment.     The    building    of  the 
first  factory  in    Lowell    was  an   event  of    more  than  local 
importance.     That    event  was    a  revelation   to  America,  a 
revelation  to  the  world.    It  was  a  declaration  of  industrial 
independence  scarcely    less  momentous    in  its  results  than 
the  declaration  of  political  independence  in    1776.     T  know 
that    the    preliminary   draft    of   this    declaration   was  made 
at  Waltham,  but  it  was  here  in   Lowell  that  the  |)rinci}iles 
of    the    declaration    were     adopted,     \mt     in    action,  and 
published    to    the    world.      In    the    glimmeiing    dawn  of 
Lowell's    history    could    be    seen    the    [)i-()mise    of    a  pros- 
perity which   would  soon    diffuse  its  warmth   and  radiance 
over  the  whole  country.      In   the  founding  of   Lowell  was 
involved  the    founding  of    many   other  manufacturing  com- 
munities, based  upon  the    intelligent  and    philosophic  plan 
adopted  here;  and  even  in  our  earliest  day,  it   needed  no 
proi)het's  eye  to  look  into  the  future  and  to  see  the  airy 
circlet,  jeweled    with    prosperous    cities,   which   would  soon 
crown  the  stern  forehead  of  New  Lngland. 

As  we  look  at  the  great  fact  which  we  call  Lowell, 
and  mark  the  influences  radiating  from  it,  the  results, 
direct  and  indirect,  of  its  establishment,  we  are  impelled 
to  trace  back  the  stream  of  events  to  its  source  ;  to 
analyze  this  progress  and  pros[)ei-ity,  and  discover  its 
original  elements  ;  to  find  the  far-away  solitary  springs  of 
thought  and  action,  the  results  of  which  are  spread  before 
us  now.  I  am  told  that  among  all  the  treasures  of  art 
and  beauty  in  bdorence,  the  works  of  scul[)tor  and  painter, 
the  marvels  of  palace  and  church,  the  images  of  states- 
man, captain,  and  saint,  there  is  one  gi-and  figure  in  the 
sacristy  of  San  Lorenzo  which  more  than  all  else  awes 
and  impresses  the  beholder.      It  is    the    work  of  Michael 
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Angelo,  and  perpetuates  not  so  much  the  life  or  memory 
of  any  mortal  man,  as  the  "  ideal  character  born  of  the 
kingly  genius  of  the  sculptor.  It  is  known  as  "71ie 
Thinker,"  and  by  its  attitude  and  expression  seems  to  be 
the  material  representation  of  profound  repose;  but  in  that 
profound  re{)ose  we  know  there  glows  the  undxing  iLuno  o( 
thought;  we  know  and  feel  that,  as  from  the  quiet  depths 
of  the  lake  the  swortl  of  Arthur  su^Kienl)'  Hashed,  si\  from 
the  quiet  depths  of  this  repose,  action  may  nt  any  mouient 
flash  to  smite  or  to  deliver  the  world.  It  is  to  this  silent 
figure  that  the  reflective  mind  refers  all  the  greatness,  all 
the  power,  and  all  the  achievements  of  Florence.  You 
remember  that  some  years  ago  the  philosopher,  Buckle, 
startled  the  world  by  declaring  that  the  number  of  mar- 
riages was  regulated,  not  by  affection,  not  by  sentiment, 
but  by  the  price  of  flour  ;  and  a  long  array  of  statistics 
seemed  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  assertion.  But  it  must 
be  remembered,  on  the  other  hand,  that  nothing  happens 
in  the  world  of  thought  which  does  not,  sooner  or  later, 
affect  the  price  of  flour  —  that  is  to  say,  a  new  reaping 
machine,  a  new  song,  or  a  new  political  theory,  is  a  force 
Avhich  soon  makes  itself  felt  in  the  ordinary,  every-day 
life  of  every  one  of  us.  And  so,  for  the  beginning  of 
Lowell,  for  the  original  creative  force,  we  must  look  to 
the  solitary  chamber  of  the  thinker,  where  we  see  him 
seated  in  the  very  attitude  of  the  sculptor's  thinker,  ab- 
sorbed in  studying  the  complicated  machinery  of  the 
power-loom  and  the  comfort  and  development  of  the  more 
complicated  machinery  of  humanity. 

If  it  was  wise  to  stock  a  factory  with  the   best  inani- 
mate machinery,  Francis  Cabot   Lowell  thought  it  wise  to 
obtain    the   best    human   machinery,  too.     The   welfare  of 
the    operative,    mental,    moral,    and    physical,    was    as  im- 
f 
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portant  in    any  wise    man's    scheme    of   a    factory   as  the 
ten  tlionsand  horse-power  of  the  river.    The  factory  system, 
as  then  established  in  this    country  and    in  Knghmd,  was 
execrable.    This  was  twenty  years   before  Shaftesbur)'  had 
led    public    opinion    in    luigland    to    the    coal-pit    and  the 
factory,  and  showed  how  stunted  and  deformed,  how  feeble 
and    helpless,    how    ignorant    and    depraved,    men,  women, 
and  children  had  become  under  the  cruel  system  followed 
by  selfish  employers.     The   factory  system  was  looked  on 
as  accursed,  and  if   the  daughters  of   New    England  were 
to  run   the  looms  in  the  new    enterprise,  a  very  different 
system    must   be   adopted.     And    so    the   great   plan  was 
formulated ;  the  neat,  well-kept  boarding  house,  with  pleas- 
ant, home-like  habits  and  restrictions,  was  established  ;  the 
church,    the    library,    and    the    lecture-room    followed;  and 
religion,  culture,  and  refinement  lent  their  sweet  influences 
to  the  life  of  toil.     A  new  doctrine  was   proclaimed:  the 
welfare    of   the   employed   was    a    necessary   factor  to  the 
success  of   the  employer,  just    as   the  welfare  of   the  em- 
ployer   was    necessary    to   the    success    of    the  employed. 
They  were  one  in  interest,  one  in  the  loss,  and  one  in  the 
gain  ;  one  in  prosperity  and  in  adversity.     Milton  tells  us 
of  a  music  so  divine  that  it   "would  create  a  soul  under 
the  ribs  of  death."    Lowell  discovered  and  applied  a  prin- 
ciple   that    created    a    soul    under    the    ribs    of  political 
economy. 

The  life  of  this  man,  counted  by  years,  was  short  ;  by 
results,  an  eternity.  His  foot  never  trod  the  streets  of 
our  city,  yet  the  men  whose  hearts  caught  fire  from 
his  thought,  decided  that  the  Manchester  of  America 
should  be  his  monument  ;  but  it  is  not  so  much  a  monu- 
ment to  the  illustrious  dead  as  it  is  the  active  and  living 
creation  of  the  'living  thought   which    warmed  tlie  soul  of 
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the  founder.  His  life,  I  say,  might  seem  to  reach  to 
eternity  ;  for  from  that  seemingly  brief  life,  as  from  the 
fabled  statue  of  IVlemnon,  every  sun  that  rises  evokes 
a  melody  which  cheers  and  lightens  the  daily  toil  of 
thousands. 

But  the  glowing  thought  was  yet  to  be  taken  and  beaten 
and  fashioned  into  action,  and  there  were  apt,  skilful,  and 
heroic  workers  ready  for  this  important  task.  Here  come 
into  play  the  mighty  and  indefatigable  forces  of  Patrick 
Tracy  Jackson,  a  man  who  seems  to  have  had  infinite 
resources,  indomitable  courage,  and  exhaustless  patience ; 
whose  genius,  restless  and  tireless,  never  hesitated  and 
never  allowed  itself  to  be  baffled;  a  man  great  indeed  in 
prosperity,  but  in  adversity  rising  to  colossal  proportions. 
His  powerful  and  original  mind  has  stamped  itself  indeli- 
bly upon  the  economy  of  our  industrial  life.  Not  content 
with  the  Herculean  task  of  building  this  city  of  ours,  he 
surveyed  and  controlled  the  building  of  others.  His  eagle- 
eye  looked  across  the  Atlantic,  kept  keen  watch  on  the 
experiment  of  George  Stephenson,  and  no  sooner  had  the 
success  of  the  railroad  between  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
been  assured,  than  Jackson  had  a  charter  in  his  hand 
and  was  at  work  building  the  railroad  from  Lowell  to 
]^oston. 

Close  behind  Jackson  appears  another  figure, — the  com- 
manding figure  of  Kirk  Boott,  —  the  incarnation  of  execu- 
tive ability.  As  this  man  dashes  througli  the  early  history 
of  Lowell,  there  is  a  rush  as  of  charging  squadrons:  the 
clank  of  saber,  the  jingle  of  spurs,  and  over  all  the  tumult 
rings  the  sharp  word  of  command,  "Forward!"  Lowell 
heard  the  word  and  obeyed,  and  that  glorious  command 
has  been  ringing  in  our  ears  ever  since  this  great  captain 
of  industry  uttered  it  to  his  peaceful    battalions.      I  trust 


6o 


AFTERNOON  EXERCISES. 


the  command  has  been  obeyed  even  in  this  last  half- 
century. 

Lowell,  Jackson,  Boott, — these  are  the  colossal  figures 
of  our  history  belonging  to  our  heroic  age,  as  Theseus, 
Hercules,  and  Jason  belong  to  the  heroic  age  of  Greece. 

And  what  a  remarkable  group  of  workers  those  were 
who  first  stood  by  the  looms  of  Lowell !  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  mankind  were  such  dignity,  such  grace, 
given  to  labor.  True  manhood  and  true  womanhood  then 
and  there  accepted,  not  merely  with  resignation,  but  with 
courage,  cheerfulness,  and  hope,  the  burden  and  the  destiny 
of  the  human  race.  These  true  men  and  true  women 
have  passed  away,  a  new  order  of  things  has  been  es- 
tablished ;  but  the  glory  which  their  lives  gave  to  the 
morning  of  Lowell  will,  through  every  change,  through 
doubt  and  adversity,  through  darkness  and  fear,  still  con- 
sole and  encourage  their  descendants  and  successors  to 
the  'Mast  syllable  of  recorded  time." 

With  such  thinkers,  with  such  controlling  minds,  and 
with  such  workers,  it  is  not  surprising  that  marvelous 
results  were  accomplished.  ILis  the  quality  of  the  work 
been  kept  up  to  the  standard .''  Let  us  see.  We  are  to 
deal  especially  with  the  half-century  beginning  in  1836 
and  ending  at  this  moment  of  time,  when  you  are  all 
gathered  together  here  to  examine  the  record.  There  can 
be  no  question,  that  even  in  that  space  of  time  there 
has  been  a  great  increase  in  material  prosperity.  The 
development  has  been  thorough,  harmonious,  healthy,  and 
symmetrical.  WH^en  industry  erected  a  factory,  education 
and  religion  planted  a  school-house  and  a  church.  Let 
us  glance  at  a  few  figures.  There  is  a  beauty  even  in 
figures,  an  aesthetic  aspect  to  statistics,  as  there  is  to 
every    thing    else    under    the    sun.     When,    on    the  first 
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day  of  April,  1 836,  His  ILxcellency,  Governor  Everett, 
sul)scribecl  liis  name  to  the  legislative  act  which  gave  us 
municipal  life,  there  were  in  the  limits  of  the  new  city 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  people  ; 
to-day,  in  a  period  of  great  business  depression,  we  have 
in  our  city,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  sixty-five  thousand  souls. 
The  taxable  property  of  Lowell  in  1836  was  five  million 
two  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three dollars ;  it  is  now  fifty-one  million  three  hundred 
and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 
Then,  forty  million  yards  of  cloth  were  made  here  annu- 
ally ;  now  there  are  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
million  yards.  There  are  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six  owners  of  taxable  real  estate,  so  that  about 
one  to  fourteen,  including  men,  women,  and  childien,  - 
and  we  must  not  forget  that  we  have  eleven  thousanti 
school-children,  —  is  the  ratio  of  distribution  of  real  estate 
in  our  city.  It  is  true  that  sixty-five  corporations  are 
among  these  holders  of  real  estate ;  but  it  is  also  true 
that  every  stockholder  in  a  corporation  may,  in  a  certain 
sense,  be  considered  a  proprietor  of  real  estate.  In  our 
savings  banks  we  have  twelve  million  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thousand  dollars,  owned  by  thirty-six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  twenty  depositors  ;  an  average  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  to  each  depositor.  We  have 
upwards  of  fifty  thousand  volumes,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent, 
in  our  libraries  ;  and  as  for  our  societies,  organized  to 
promote  learning,  charity,  art,  social  culture,  and  enjoy- 
ment, and  every  good  thing  under  the  sun,  their  name 
is  Legion. 

Now,  when  Lowell  began,  the  population  may  be  de- 
scribed as  homogeneous ;  they  belonged  to  one  race,  w^ith 
the  same  mode  of  living,  the  same  habits  of  thought,  the 
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same  religion,  and  the  same  patriotic  past  and  future. 
This  state  of  things,  it  is  i)erhaps  unnecessary  to  say, 
has  been  changed.  Exiles  from  many  lands  have  sought 
here  a  larger  liberty,  and  a  wider  opj)ortunity  for  securing 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hai)piness.  Now,  as  my 
illustrious  predecessor,  who  stood  here  ten  years  ago, 
pointed  out,  there  were  great  fears  about  the  flood  of 
immigration  which  poured  in  upon  Lowell.  Those  fears 
have  proved  groundless.  You  have  seen  that  wonderful 
work  of  engineering — that  C)'lopean  wall  of  Francis'  — 
separating  the  river  and  tlie  canal,  which  most  of  us 
know  familiarly  as  the  "Canal  Walk":  a  curve  of  beauty 
and  strength,  repressing  on  one  side  the  wild  torrents  of 
the  Merrimack,  and  on  the  other,  guarding  and  distribut- 
ing, as  industry  requires,  the  orderly,  })lacid,  and  effective 
elements  of  strength,  drawn  from  the  same  rushing  river. 
In  the  same  way,  the  wise  i)olicy  of  the  makers  of  Lowell, 
not  discouraging,  but  controlling,  the  tide  of  immigration, 
drew  from  it  the  elements  of  strength,  order,  and  progress, 
and  made  those  elements  a  })art  of  the  i)eople,  and  gave 
to  that  part  a  share  of  the  common  prosperity. 

Of  course  our  pjopulation  became  cosm(jpolitan  ;  it  rep- 
resented many  races  —  every  part  (jf  the  l^ritish  Isles,  of 
Canadian  France,  and  the  British  Provinces  ;  unified  Ger- 
many, free  Sweden,  and  free  Italy,  and  even  more  remote 
countries — all  were  and  are  represented  among  our  people. 

There  were  gloomy  prophets,  who  foresaw  the  extincti-jn 
of  the  ancient  and  original  type.  The  New-l'^ngland  race 
was  to  die  out,  or  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  whelming  tide 
of  new-comers.  To  what  a  thin  line  it  had  been  reduced 
already!  Yes,  but  remember  that  it  was  the  thin  line  of 
an  unconquerable  army,  which  might  narrow,  l)ut  could 
never  recoil;  of  which  history  must  write:    *Tt  never  dies, 
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and  it  ne\'er  surrenders!"  Look  tlirouL;h  two  centuries 
and  a  half  and  observe  the  little  bantl  appointed  to  re- 
claim a  continent  and  give  new  beauty  to  freedom, 
h'oremost  is  Miles  Standish,  the  standard-bearer  of  an 
indomitable  race,  planted  upon  the  Rock  of  Plymouth,  and 
facing,  with  unquailing  eye,  the  wilderness,  the  storm,  and 
the  future.  There  is  the  standard  !  The  countless  voices 
of  those  who  have  found  protection,  liberty,  and  justice 
under  its  folds  assure  us  that  there  is  no  blemish,  no 
stain,  upon  the  standard  yet.  And  I  say  to  all,  —  to  those 
born  beneath  it  and  to  those  who  have  come  from  afar 
to  seek  its  shelter,  —  There  is  the  standard!  Make  it 
more  glorious,  if  you  can,  but  never  sutfer  it,  by  any 
deed,  or  word,  or  thought  of  yours,  to  be  tarnished, 
luring  to  the  land  where  it  flies  the  best  your  nationality 
has.  To  one,  I  say,  give  us  a  ray  from  the  wisdom  of 
Grattan,  a  flash  from  the  patriotic  fire  of  luiimet.  To 
another,  come  to  us  glowing  with  the  devotion  of  La 
Salle  ;  speak  to  us  as  if  you  had  communed  with  the  soul 
of  Montcalm.  Let  the  spirit  of  Garibaldi  inspire  your 
every  action.  Let  your  loyalty  and  honor  be  as  stainless 
as  the  sword  of  the  great  Marquis;  your  purpose  as  high 
as  the  heart  of  ILnnpden.  And  if  you  loiter,  my  Swedish 
friend,  the  trumpet-voice  of  Gustaxais  shall  impel  you  to 
the  front !  In  this  way  these  different  elements  can  be 
harmoniously  blended  with  the  ancient  and  abiding  type, 
to  form  a  splendid  composite  character  made  up  of  every 
natioii's  best. 

But  new  Lowell,  as  we  may  term  it,  has  actually  been 
put  to  the  test,  with  a  result  which  would  glatlden  the 
soul  of  Ca})tain  Standish.  Midway  in  our  half-century, — 
almost  precisely  twenty-five  years  ago, — a  great  national 
crisis    arose.     Men's    minds    were    at    white    heat.  The 
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irrepressible  conflict  was  to  be  settled  by  wager  of  battle. 
North  and  South  had  been  moving-  on  to  the  decisive 
point.  Then,  for  a  moment,  suspense  fell  upon  the 
country.  There  was  a  lull,  a  stillness,  that  was  not  peace. 
The  people  of  Lowell  pursued  their  quiet  industry  appar- 
ently as  usual :  the  bells  rang,  the  looms  hummed,  and 
the  rush  of  Pawtucket  over  its  rocky  bed  was  heard  in 
the  quiet  night.  But  a  deep  anxiety  prevailed  in  Lowell, 
as  everywhere  else ;  some  great  event  seemed  to  be  brood- 
ing in  the  air.  And  Lowell  must  be  on  the  alert ;  she  had 
a  reputation  to  make.  Concord  and  Lexington  might 
dream  in  the  shadow  of  their  monuments,  and  if  any 
ominous  sound  was  heard,  they  might  fancy  it  was  but 
the  midnight  march  of  Pitcairn  echoing  through  their 
dreams.  But  the  quick  ear  of  Lowell  at  length  caught  a 
sound,  faint  and  far-off,  but  appalling.  Above  the  sound 
of  bell  and  loom,  and  the  rush  of  Pawtucket,  was  heard 
the  footstep  of  Rebellion, —  Rebellion  rising  to  stupendous 
proportions,  —  vast,  and  dark,  and  terrible,  as  Milton's 
fiend.  In  this  very  hall,  wdiere  you  are  gathered  now, 
the  men  of  Lowell  assembled  to  bid  farewell  to  kindred 
and  friend  before  rushing  into  the  wild  and  bloody  tumult 
which  awaited  them.  That  hurried  march  of  theirs  proved 
that  the  loyal  men  of  America  were  ready  for  the  con- 
flict ;  and  when  the  sun  set  on  that  day  of  Baltimore, 
and  the  blood  of  Ladd  and  Whitney  cried  to  Heaven 
from  her  stony  streets,  loyal  America  heard  the  appeal  ; 
the  drum-beats  of  the  gathering  North  were  heard  on 
every  side,  and  when  the  next  day  dawned,  a  hundred 
thousand  avenging  bayonets  glistened  in  the  morning  sun! 
Vrom  Baltimore  to  Appomattox  the  honor  of  Lowell  was 
upheld,  not  only  by  the  great  leader,  whose  daring  and 
resolute  genius  first  declared  to  a  hesitating  nation  the  in- 
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flexible  principles  on  which  alone  the  war  with  the  rebellion 
could  be  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and  who  convinced 
the  world  that  whatever  else  it  might  mean,  the  name 
of  Butler  never  stood  for  half-way  measures,  or  a  dubious 
policy  —  not  only  by  him,  I  say,  but  by  thousands  of  brave 
and  true  men  who,  following  the  colors  of  one  regiment 
or  another,  represented  Lowell  in  almost  every  conflict 
from  Gettysburg  to  the  Gulf,  and  old  I^owell  and  new 
Lowell  clasped  hands  in  the  hour  of  national  peril. 

I  do  not  intend  to  present  here  any  detailed  history  of 
Lowell,  to  narrate  events  in  their  order,  or  to  give  bio- 
gra])hical  sketches  of  men  prominent  in  our  municipal  life. 
This  work  was  done  so  fully  and  so  clearly  by  the  dis- 
tinguished man  who  stood  ten  years  ago  where  I  stand 
now,  that  I  could  only  follow  in  his  footsteps,  as  to  a 
great  extent  I  must  do  now,  without  the  advantage  of 
that  personal  knowledge  which  gave  authority  and  charac- 
ter to  his  testimony.  It  only  remained  for  me  to  com- 
ment on  a  few  of  the  great  events  of  our  history,  —  to 
note  as  far  as  possible  the  permanent  features  and  the 
chief  characteristics  of  our  community. 

We  have  had  a  strong  progressive  element,  eager-eyed, 
fresh-hearted,  watching  for  a  new  idea  as  men  watch  for 
the  sunrise,  making  progress  themselves  and  profiting  by 
the  progress  of  others,  ever  among  the  foremost  who 
delight  in 

"The  marcli  of  mind, 
In  the  steamship,  in  the  railway,  in  the  thoughts  that  shake  mankind." 

One  bold  spirit  projected  and  built  a  railroad ;  another 
constructed  a  canal,  seized  in  his  strong  grasp  a  careless, 
idle  river,  and  made  it  the  servant  of  industry ;  and 
another,  after    converting   a    barren    liillside  into  a  garden 
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blossoming  with  graceful  households,  with  one  hand  assisted 
in  planting  the  city  of  Lawrence,  and  with  the  other 
helped  to  subdue  and  draw  down  for  our  service  the  free 
watei-s  of  Winnipiseogee.  And  there  were  a  host  of 
others,  who,  in  every  line  of  human  action,  were  always 
to  be  found  in  the  advance  column ;  and  the  names  of 
Nesmith,  Livingston,  and  Whipple  were  written  on  the 
later  era  of  Lowell,  as  the  names  of  Lowell,  Jackson,  and 
]k)0tt  upon  the  former  era. 

And  we  have  had,  too,  a  notable  conservative  elenient 
here,  cautious,  sagacious  men,  who  loved  the  j^ast  and 
eyed  the  future  with  suspicion,  looking  upon  all  change 
as  dangerous.  This  element  is  not  Avithout  value  to  a 
community.  It  regulates,  though  it  can  not  prevent,  ])ro- 
gress.  The  system  of  public  schools,  the  construction  of 
sewers,  the  introduction  of  city  water,  the  fire-alarm  tele- 
gra})]"!,  military  drill  in  the  High  School,— all  provoked  the 
violent .  opposition  of  this  clement.  It  would  create  a 
smile  if  I  should  read  to  you  now  the  arguments  against 
some  of  these  beneficial  measures.  I'he  introduction  of 
city  water,  it  was  said,  was  only  arranging  for  a  deluge 
before  we  had  built  an  ark ;  as  for  the  fire-alarm  tele- 
graph, it  was  simply  an  infernal-machine  which  might  lay 
the  city  in  ruin  and  ashes  at  any  moment.  A  witty 
friend  of  mine  has  a  list  of  the  remonstrants  against 
these  various  improvements  ;  but  I  doubt  whether,  if  I 
should  read  over  the  names,  I  should  contribute  to  the 
harmony  of  this  occasion.  13ut  it  is  so  with  all  improve- 
ments, and  an  improvement  which  does  not  provoke  oppo- 
sition can  not  be  of  much  value.  Even  wise  men  must 
live  and  learn.  Remember  the  great  English  statesman, 
who  declared  that  he  would  swallow  the  boiler  of  the  first 
steamship  that  crossed  the  Atlantic !    I  need  not  say  that 
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the  promise  yet  remains  imfulfilled.  l^ut  let  us  have 
charity  for  those  who  were  slow  to  perceive  merit  in  the 
great  projects  I  have  named. 

Many  shining  names  are  written  in  the  necrology  of 
Lowell  for  the  past  few  years,  —  names  that  st(jod  for  hon- 
est worth,  for  benevolence,  for  lasting  services  to  their 
fellow-men,  —  names  that  gave  lustre  and  character  to  our 
various  departments  of  business,  to  the  mill,  the  bank, 
and  the  school,  and  that  seemed  in  some  cases  to  add 
even  sanctity  to  the  church.  Theodore  Edson  and  Nathan 
Crosby,  par  nobile  fratnnn,  Buttrick,  Went  worth,  Hosford, 
Talbot  —  I  will  name  no  more.  Your  hearts  must  com- 
plete the  catalogue.  But  what  a  glorious  company  I 
might  call  around  me  of  those  w'ho  shed  the  sunlight  of 
their  cheerful  and  worthy  lives  upon  our  civic  history! 
The  reverend  men  of  God,  the  scholars,  the  jurists,  the 
wits,   the  thinkers,  and  the  workers  ! 

It  was  in  our  forum  that  Butler,  and  Sweetser,  and 
Abbott  awoke  the  admiration  and  apprehension  of  Choate; 
Bonney  and  Richardson  alone  are  with  us,  to  attest  the 
reality  of  what  seems  a  legendary  age.  It  was  from  the 
pulpits  of  Lowell  that  Edson,  Miles,  l^lanchard,  and  Miner 
preached.  Banks,  the  bobbin -boy,  began  here  a  public 
career,  useful  and  splendid,  seldom  vouchsafed  to  men. 
The  man  destined  to  wake  the  American  people  to  the 
thought  of  liberty  for  others,  as  well  as  for  themselves, 
Wendell  Phillips,  a  careless  law -student,  dwelt  among  us 
once,  playing  the  pranks  with  which  even  great  men  be- 
guile their  youth  —  now  satirizing  society  and  now  climb- 
ing Dracut  heights  to  watch  the  lighting  of  the  mills, 
describing  the  resplendent  spectacle  in  language  more 
resi)lendent  still.  The  learning  and  influence  of  John  P. 
Robinson  made   him  the  worthy  mark  of    the  first  of  liv- 
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ing  satirists,  the  kinsman  of  our  founder  —  James  Russell 
Lowell  —  who  ought  to  stand  where  I  stand  to-day,  mak- 
ing our  history  shine  in  the  light  of  his  genius. 

And  what  wits  and  humorists,  what  minstrels  and 
story-tellers,  have  filled  our  half-century  with  wit  and 
wisdom,  hope  and  recreation,  under  the  guise  of  frolic  and 
humor!  The  rubicund  face  of  Perez  Fuller  rises  before 
us  now;  ''Governor"  Brownell,  the  stateliest  of  wits, 
comes  with  the  ''majesty  of  buried  Denmark";  Warland, 
Schouler,  Ball,  and  Goodwin  join  the  circle,  and  the  voice 
of  McEvoy  rings  above  the  chimes  at  midnight  ;  Lucy 
Larcom  and  Mary  Eastman  have  been  there  with  poem 
and  speech,  but — devotees  of  propriety — left  at  ten 
o'clock,  the  good  old  regulation  hour ! 

And  there  was  always  a  certain  gravity,  a  peculiar 
somberness,  in  the  humor  and  wit  of  Lowell.  One  or 
two  examples  will  suffice.  In  the  first  contest  for  the 
mayoralty,  feeling  ran  high;  a  grand  type  of  man  must 
be  chosen  to  set  the  standard  for  all  time  (and  some  of 
us  will  stoutly  maintain  that  the  standard  has  never  been 
low^ered).  Bartlett  was  elected,  and  a  banquet  was  given 
to  celebrate  the  victory.  Hilarity  rose  to  a  great  height, 
the  viands  were  superb,  and  the  "foaming  grape  of 
eastern  France"  lent  its  sparkle  to  the  hour.  A  pious, 
steady-going  citizen,  who,  among  other  wares,  occasionally 
dealt  in  pictures  and  bibles,  had  participated  in  the  fes- 
tivity. When  the  collector,  a  wag,  called  for  the  assess- 
ment, our  worthy  friend  had  grave  scruples  about  paying 
money  for  such  a  cause.  lUit  a  happy  thought  occurred 
to  the  collector — "Pay  your  share  in  bibles!"  And, 
although  history  is  silent,  malice  declares  that  the  com- 
]:)romise  was  effected. 

At  a  meeting  called  to  take  action  as  to  a  school  sys- 


-so 


AFl'ERNOON  EXERCISES. 


69 


tern,  the  imperious  Kirk  Boott  was  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ure, and  declared  that  it  was  folly  to  incur  any  ex[)ense 
in  its  behalf.  Lowell  was  but  an  experiment,  antl  a  trav- 
eler visiting  the  place  in  a  few  years  might  find  only  a 
heap  of  ruins,  Theodore  Edson  replied,  that  if  the  trav- 
eler examining  those  ruins  found  among  them  no  trace 
of  a  school-house,  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  assign- 
ing the  cause  of  the  downfall  of  Lowell.  There  is  logic 
and  wit  enough  in  that  retort  to  have  made  the  reputa- 
tion of  an  English  prime  minister! 

Now  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  community  of 
ours  is  perfect.  I  am  not  here  to  flatter  —  it  is  not  per- 
fect. It  is  deficient  in  many  respects.  It  lacks  in  public 
sj)irit.  The  close,  fierce  struggle  for  existence  has  not  been 
as  favorable  as  might  be  to  broad  and  liberal  projects  in 
the  interests  of  education,  charity,  philanthropy.  Public 
benefactions  have  been  comparatively  few  and  small.  All 
honor  to  those  who  fill  that  narrow  circle  of  our  bene- 
factors, in  which  Tyler  and  Thomas  Nesmith  are  most 
prominent.  But  we  have  no  library,  hospital,  art-gallery, 
or  academy,  to  signalize  the  wise  liberality  of  any  living 
man,  or  to  commemorate  the  patient  forethought  of  the 
dead.  We  are  soon  to  have  a  noble  park,  it  is  true, 
planned  with  judgment  and  persistence  by  two  devoted 
women,  who  wished  the  memory  of  their  father  to  be 
linked  forever  with  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  a  toil- 
ing people.     All  honor  to  them  for  their  good  work ! 

Again,  the  community  lacks  in  local  pride  and  ambi- 
tion. Our  independent  local  life  needs  to  be  developed. 
This  responsibility  falls  upon  all  of  us,  —  upon  the  trades- 
man, the  clerk,  the  mechanic,  the  journalist,  the  profes- 
sions. Compared  with  other  places,  is  our  work  in  every 
line   above   or    below   the   standard.?     Can    we   stand  uj), 
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mechanic,  trader,  teacher,  lawyer,  and  challen^^e  the  world 
to  a  comparison?  Is  there  as  much  purity  among  our 
politicians,  as  much  zeal  and  intelligence  among  our  clergy, 
as  in  other  places  ?  I  fervently  trust  so.  As  the  clock 
strikes  the  closing  hour  of  our  hrst  half-century,  these 
questions  wait  for  an  answer.  I  know  that  the  future 
upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter  is  dark  and  lowering. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  ignore  or  underrate  the  perils  gath- 
ering round  us.  I  see  the  social  and  economic  forces 
thrown  into  confusion,  arraying  themselves  under  this  or 
that  banner,  and  shouting  strange  war-cries ;  but  I  have 
faith  to  believe  that  courage,  patience,  and  intelligence 
will  soon  evolve  order  out  of  this  chaos ;  that  the  rights 
of  man  and  the  rights  of  property  will  still  be  safe  imder 
the  standard  of  Miles  Standish  ;  and  that,  under  the 
providence  of  Almighty  God,  this  city  of  ours,  founded 
upon  the  noble  thought  of  Francis  Cabot  Lowell,  will 
stand  against  every  storm,  the  example  and  the  admira- 
tion of   all  coming  time. 


(filiuartCt.    "Old  Folks  at  Home"    .    .    .    A  rr.  by  Rix. 

APOLLO  QUARTET. 


^.    From  *'TnE  Black  Hus.sar"    .    .    .  MiUockcr. 

AMERICAN  ORCHESTRA. 


BcncbictioiL 

THE  CHAPLAIN. 
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Upon  tlie  completion  of  the  exercises  in  the 
alternoon,  the  members  of  the  City  Government, 
together  with  the  guests  of  the  city,  repaired  to 
Jackson  Hall,  where  preparation  had  been  fully 
made  and  a  sumptuous  collation  was  indulged  in, 
Mr.   Frank   E.  Shaw  acting  as  caterer. 

After  supper,  His  Honor  Mayor  Abbott  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  introduced  Hon.  Frederic 
T.  Greenhalge  as  toast-master,  and  a  very  pleasant 
time  was  spent  until  the  hour  arrived  for  the 
evening  exercises. 


Evening  Celebration, 

At    Huntington    Hall,  Thursday,  April  1,  1886,   at  7.30  o  clock 


LDYEE-  nm  RECEPTION, 


Tv4  11  s  i  c  "n  y  1  h.  r  A  lu  b  \'  \  r:  a  ]  i.  fl  i'  c::  n  r  r  i 


L.  W.   HARDY,  Dirrclor. 
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Program. 


PART  I. 

r.     (iI^\Nl)   MARCH.    "  Semi-(  \-nlcnnial  "  .  .  L.  W.lLirdy 

{Co))t [\>st\i  i'xp)essly  for  this  cuisioii.} 

2.    ()\  h:R'l  URK.     "William  "  Ivossifii 

,1  (/( )\(;i':Rr  \vAi;rz  "Viii.i.^v  swdiiows"  .  .  stnmss 

.}.     Si:].l':C'l"IONS.     "Chimes  (. I   Ni  .iiikuk  ly  "  .    .  J' liviquctte 

V     MI'.XICAN   S1^R!':NA1)Iv     "  M  i  ip  loluilna "  .  .  [.amrcv 


P.vwr  11. 

1.  1I)\'I.1J0.     "  rtu-  ForL^i'  in  tlir  iMMT^t  "    .    .    .  MicliacHs 

2.  MA/URKA   CAl'RICh:.     "  lihu-  \i..lcts "   .   .  l-.ilcubn-o- 

3.  SI'.IJ-CHONS.     iM-..m  "The  Mika.lo"    .     ,     .  Sullivan 
MCSICAC   Mh:LAX(;h:  Butto-cy 

5.     (iAl.OR.     "Tally  Hoi"  ]]n;;s(ei]i 


HE  evening  exercises  consisted  of  a  levee 
and  reception,  which  was  j)articipatcd  in 
by  a  large  number  of  oiu"  citizens  The 
following  program  was  rendered  by  the  American 
Orchestra. 

OBvantl  i^tarCl).    "Semi-Centf.nnial"  .    .  Z.  W.  Hardy. 

[Coviposed  expressly  for  (his  OL\asio)i.) 


©UCVtUVC.    ''William  Tell"  Rossini. 


iEoilCCVt  lUalti.    "Village  Swallows"    .    .    .  S/ranss. 


SclCftioUD.    "  Chimes  OF  Normandy  "  .    .    .  Plauquctte. 


iltcdcau  Serenade,  -mandolatina 


Lauopcy. 
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P/vK'l^  IT. 

iibllllc.    "The  Forge  in  the  Furi:st"    .    .    .    M icJiacIis. 


ilTanivka  Caprice.  -  hlue  viofj-rs"  .  .  EUcuhcrg. 


Selections.     iM-om  "The  Mikai^o"  Sullivan. 


illuciical  illelange  


(J5al0p.    "Taelv  Ho!"  Bernstein. 


APPENDIX. 


.  COMMITTEE. 

His  Uonc.k,  JAMES  C.  AP.l'.OTT,  IMayui. 
LAWRENCE  J.  SMITH,  Chairnuin. 

ALDEKMEN. 

JEREMIAH  CROWLEY.  JAMES  FRANCIS. 

COUNCII.MEN. 

ROSWELL  M.   HOUTWELL.  CHARLES  H.  RICHARDSON. 

CHARLES  H.  HOBSON,  Secretary. 


RECEPTION  COMMITTEE. 


WILLIAM   F.  SALMON. 
ARTEMAS  S.  TYLER. 
OLIVER  E.  CUSHING. 
THOMAS  R.  GAR  IT  Y. 
GEORGE  A.  MARDEN. 
SOLON  W.  STEVENS. 

DAVID  W. 


ali',i:rt  a.  HAG(;ET'r. 

i'RESC(^TT  C.  GATES. 
WALTER  C<)BURN. 
WALTER  H.  LEIGHTON. 
JAMES  W.  BENNETT. 
GEORGE  F.  LAWTON. 
O'P.RIEN,  Clerk  of  Committee. 


CHIEF  MARSHAL. 


CHARLES  A.  R.  DIMON. 


Aids. 


PAUL  BUTj.j^R. 
EDWARD  H.  SHATTUCK. 
W.  E.  WESTALL. 
JOHN  WELCH. 
ROBERT  E.  CROWLEY. 
EDWARD  ELLINGWOOD. 
H.  G.  O.  WEYMOUTH. 


ROYAL  W.  GATES. 
JAMES  A.  CARNEY. 
J.   H.  CARMICHAEL. 
A.  W.  DAVID. 
E.  i;.  CONANT. 
CHARLES   F.  liLANCHARD. 
HENRY  V.  HUSE. 


W.  W.  TUTTLE. 


(Quests  of  tie;  Gitgj. 


L n<: U'l' E N  A N T- G 0 V E R N O R  AM  E S . 
Hon.  C.  C.  UAME, 

I\Iayi)r  o[  Newbury i)ort. 
HiiN.  JOHN  S.  PARSONS, 

Mayor  nf  Ghnicester. 
Hon.  GEO.   D.  JiAirJ\ 

Mayor  uf  Lynn. 
Hon.  JOHN  M.  RAYM(JND, 

Mayor  of  Salem. 
ALEXANDER  K.  I'.RUCE, 

ALiyor  (jf  Soniorvillc 
ER  I<: D  ]•: RICK  l-'O S 1)  I C  K , 

^^^ylJr  uf  Eitclibupj;. 
J(;H  NI  J.  WHIPPLE, 

^L^yor  of  I'.rijcklon. 
CHARLES  E.  STONE, 

^L^yor  of  Walthani. 
Hon.  AMliROSE  LAWRENCE, 

P2.\-niayor  of  Lowtll. 


Ri;v.   Di;.   MINER,  of  Boston, 

i'oniicrly  jiabtor  of  tlic  Second  Uni- 
ver^alist  Cluucli  in  Lovsell. 
Gi-\.  U.  T.  DONOHOE. 
Hon.   A.   R.  BROWN. 
E.  A.   AL(;ER,  Es(.. 
JAMES  PAYNE,  Eso. 
IGNATIUS  TYLER. 
ARTHUR  T.  L\-MAN. 
MOSI'.S  G.  HOWE,  Es,). 
HERBER'J-  PARKER. 

jonathan  kimball,  es<>. 
l.  w.  i'aulknek. 
<h<:()R(;e  w.  gates, 
a.  b.  wright, 
benjamin  dean, 
lsaac  l.  morse. 
J.  H.  M i\'OLi;i:s. 

L.   H.  RANSOME. 


fietters  from  .multed  (pnests. 


FROM  JAMES  RUSSELL  LOW  ELL. 

1  )i:i-.KF()()  r  Farm, 
SOUTlllSOKtHKill,   25tli   Jan.,  1886. 

L.  J.  Smith,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  it  will  not  be 
in  my  power  to  acce[)t  the  invitiUion  with  whieh  the  City 
Council  of  Lowell  have  honored  me.  I  iiave  already  made 
my  arrangements  for  a  visit  of  three  or  four  months  to 
Euro[je,  and  shall  be  on  my  way  before  the  date  of  )'our 
celebration. 

Begging  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  kind  terms 
in  which  you  have  conveyed  the  invitation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  to  make  my  thanks  and  regrets  acceptable  to 
the  gentlemen  composing  it, 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


EROAL  JUDGE  ABL'^OTT. 

317  Co^LMoN \vi:altii  Avjlnue, 
liosTOX,  3olh  Jan.,  1S86. 

My  dear  L\Ly.  Smith, ~\  wish,  through  you,  to  say  to 
the   Committee  of  my   old    neighbors  and   Icliow  citizens  of 
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Lowell,  how  sincerely  grateful  and  honored  1  feel  by  the 
distinguished  compliment  they  have  conferred  upon  me,  by 
inviting  me  to  deliver  an  address  at  the  coming  semi- 
centennial anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  city  of 
Lowell. 

I  have  spent  many  years,  among  the  happiest  of  my 
life,  in  your  cit}',  and  with  it  are  connected  the  pleas- 
antest  as  well  as  the  saddest  memories. 

Your  semi-centennial  anniversary  stands  wholly  different 
from  that  of  other  towns  and  cities  which  have  grown 
up  in  the  present  century. 

Many  towns  and  cities  no  doubt  have  made  greater 
progress  in  wealth  and  population  in  the  last  half-century, 
especially  where  they  have  been  nourished  by  the  almost 
boundless  resources  and  fertility  of  the  great  West.  Such 
places  are  among  the  best  witnesses  to  our  energy,  re- 
sources, and  power.  But,  in  the  case  of  Lowell,  there  is 
something  more. 

Lowell  marks  the  beginning"  of  an  epoch  in  the  history, 
not  only  of  New  England,  but  of  the  whole  country. 
With  the  foundations  of  Lowell  were  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country. 

And  from  the  first  start  Lowell  has  known  no  back- 
ward progress.  She  has  alwa3's  maintained  her  position  in 
the  forefront.  All  connected  with  Lowell  —  and  I  count 
myself  one  —  may  well  feel  proud  of  her  position. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  address  my  fellow-citizens 
on  so  jjleasant  an  occasion,  if  it  had  been  within  my 
power.  Jkit  on  looking  over  my  engagements,  I  find 
it  utterly  impossible  to  give  the  time  I  shoukl  require  to 
pre})are  such  an  address  as  I  should  wish  to  make  to  the 
audience  I  should  meet.  I  find,  too,  that  I  am  under  an 
engagement    which     will     [)robably    take    me    out    of  the 
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State  at  tlie  time  fixed.  I  must,  therefore,  very  regret- 
fully,  decline  the  honor  you   have  conferred  on  nie. 

Again  thanking  you  and  the  Committee  for  their  kind- 
ness,  I  am, 

Faithfully, 

Your  friend   and  servant, 
J.  G. 


FROM  GOVERNOR  ROBINSON. 

COMMOWVI' AF.TH    OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

E .\ la  c  1 1  \      I )  I  1 ' A  K  1  .M  !•. N  r, 

Ijosto.v,   March   23,  1.SS6. 

CiiAs.    11.   lloiisox,    l'>o.,  Secrelar\,    Lowell.  Mass.: 

Dear  Sir,  —  l^y  your  favor  I  have  received  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  incor[)orati()n  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  to 
be  i)resent  on  'Lhursda}',  the  first  day  of  Ai)ril  next. 
W^hile  expressing  to  you,  for  the  Committee,  my  cordial 
acknowledgment  of  the  courtesy  extended,  I  regret  to  say 
that  public  duties  and  engagements  will  compel  me  to 
decline. 

Extending  my  best  wishes  for  the  greatest  enjoyment 
and  success  on  the  occasion  named, 

I  am  yours  \ery  lesj^ectfully, 

GEO.  D.  ROIVINSON. 
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FROM  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  AMES. 

47  K(^u iTAni.i':  liuiLDiNHi, 

Ijoston,   March   17,  1S8C. 

CiiAS.   H.   IIoiJsoN,  Esq.,  Secretary,   Lowell,  Mass.  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  I    have  great  pleasure  in    aeceptini;"    tlie  in- 
\itatioii   (3f    the  Committee  to  attend    the    fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  incorporation   of  the  city  of  Ltnvcll. 
Yours  very  truly, 

OLIVER  AMES. 


FROM  STATE  TREASURER  BEARD. 

Com  mo  x  w  ic  a  lt  h  o  i-  A I  .\  s  s  a  c  i  i  u  s  ett  s, 
Tkkasurv  Dia'Airr.MEX'j-, 

Jiosrox,  March   24,  1.S86. 

CiiAS.   H.   lIoBSON,   Esq.,   Secretary,   Lowell,  ]\Liss.  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  requested  by  the  Treasurer  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to  i)articipate  in,  and 
be  present  at,  your  celebration  on  the  ist  proximo,  and 
to  express  his  sincere  regrets  that  a  severe  Lind  serious 
illness,  which  has  confined  him  to  his  house  for  some 
weeks,  will  not  permit  his  acceptance  of  your  hospitality. 
Very  truly  yours, 

A.  1^)EARD,  Treasurer. 

l;V   Ji  illN   1,1.    ADA.Ms,   C  l.l'lvlv. 
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FROM  MAYOR  O'BRIEN. 

ClTV    t)F    bus  TON, 

Executive  Department,  March  31,  1886. 

CiiAs.   H.   HoBSON,  Esq.,  Secretary,   Lowell,  Mass.  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  delayed  answerin*;  your  kind  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  exercises  held  to  celebrate  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incor})oration  of  your  city,  in 
the  ho[)e  that  the  pressure  of  business  nn<j;ht  relax  suffi- 
ciently to  enable  me  to  accept  it, 

I  find  that  such  is  not  the  case,  and  I  am  therefoi-e 
reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  the  inxitation,  and  forego 
the  pleasure  of  witnessinii;  the  ceremonies. 

Trusting    that  the    celebi-ation    may  be  a  grand  success, 
I  remain. 

Yours,  truly, 

HUGH  O'BRIEN. 


FROM  FX-MA  VOR  JOHN  A.   G.  RICHARDSON 
ATeweai'OI.is,  jMexx.,  Alarcli  26,  18S6. 

CiiAS.   II.   HoBSON,   Secretary,   Lowell,  Mass.  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  Your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  on  the 
occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  incorporation  of  the  city  of  Lowell  was  duly  received. 

I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  forego  the  pleasure  which 
would  be  afforded  me  by  its  acceptance.  Neither  time 
nor  distance  can  ever  efface  the  memory  of  hapi)y  years 
si)ent   in   the  city  of  my  biith. 
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As  I  look  back  upon  the  years  that  are  past,  most 
vividly  do  I  recall  the  scenes  of  chiklhood,  youth,  and 
manhood  ;  the  many  changes  which  have  taken  place  and 
the  events  which  have  transpired. 

I  should  enjoy  partici])atinL;-  in  the  ceremonies  if  it 
w^ere  possible,  and  hope  it  may  be  a  pleasant  and  mem- 
orable occasion  to  all. 

Thanking  you  for  your  invitation, 
I  remain, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  A.   G.  RICHARDSON. 


FROM  JUDGE    WM.   S.  GARDNER, 

Ni:\VT()N',  Mass.,  March  22,  1S86. 

Mr.   CiiAS.   II,   HoBSON,  Secretary,  Lowell: 

]\[y  dear  Sir,  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  very  kind  in- 
vitation, in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  celebration  of 
tlie  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  city  of 
Lowell,  to  attend  the  exercises  on  that  occasion,  the  ist 
of  April  next.  I  regret  that  official  duties  will  pre\'ent 
my  i)rescnce. 

As  many  of  my  early  and  hap})iest  associations  are  in- 
sejiarably  connected  with  tlie  city  of  Lowell,  it  is  with 
great  reluctance  that  I  am  compelled  to  decline  your  in- 
vitation. Please  extend  to  the  members  of  your  Commit- 
tee my  sincere  thanks  for  their  remembrance. 
And  believe  me. 

Yours,  sincerel)', 

WM.  S.  GARDNER. 
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FROM  BISHOP    W.  R.  HUN77NGT0N. 

Ni'.w  York,  March  27,  18.S6. 
CiiAS.   H.   HoBSON,   Esq.,   Secretary  : 

My  dear  Sir,  —  If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  i;et  away 
from  my  professional  duties,  which  just  at  this  time  are 
unusually  pressing,  I  should  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
attending  the  celebration  to  be  held  in  Lowell   next  week. 

Aside  from  my  own  personal  recollections  of  Lowell  as 
the  home  of  my  childhood  and  early  youth,  I  cherish, 
and  shall  always  cherish,  towards  the  }:)eople  of  the  i)lace 
the  warmest  feelings  of  affection,  on  account  of  the  loyal 
attachment  manifested  by  them  towards  my  father  during 
the  many  years  that  he  went  in  and  out  among  them, 
healing  their  sick  and   not  forgetful  of  their  poor. 

Wishing  success  to  the  celel)ration,   I   am,   my  dear  sir, 
Most   truly  yours, 

W.   R.  HUNTINGTON. 


FROM  RFV.  DANIEL  DORCHESTER,  D.  D. 

NAriCK,  Mass.,  March  26,  1886. 

Mr.   Ciias.   H.   Hobson  : 

Dear  Sir, — Thanks  for  your  invitation  to  be  present  at 
Lowell's  fiftieth  anniversary. 

So  much  of  my  ministerial  life  has  been  associated  with 
your  goodly  city  that  it  would  afford  me  gieat  pleasure 
to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  But  my  duties  so  crowd 
upon  me,  at  present,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  deny 
myself  that  satisfaction. 

You  I  S,  etc., 

I ) A  N I  h:  L  I ) O R  C II E Sl^  E R . 


90 


LETTERS  EROM   INVITED  GUESTS. 


FROM  REV.  A.  A.  iMINER,  D.  D. 

528    COLUMliUS  i\\'i:XUE, 

I>()si()X,  Alaich  25,  f8S6. 

CiiAS.   H.   HoBSOX,  Secretary  : 

My  dear  Sir,  —  l^^.xtraordinarics  excepted,  it  will  <;i\'e  me 
great  pleasure  to  accept  your  iiu'itation  to  the  celebration 
of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incf)ri)()ration  of  your 
city  on   April  ist. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  A.  MINKR. 

FROM  REV.  HENRY  A.  MILES,  D.  D. 

HixcuiAM,  Mass.,  March  25,  18S6. 

Chas.   H.   Hobson,  Eso.  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  As  I  shall  not  be  able  to  go  to  Lowell  on 
your  intended  ccleljration,  I  must  at  least  thank  you  for 
your  invitation  "to  be  the  guest  of  the  city"  on  that 
occasion. 

I  went  to  Lowell  a  few  months  after  the  inauguration 
of  the  city  government.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  am  the 
only  survivor  of  the  then  circle  of  professional  men,  and 
of  the  agents  of  the  corporations,  who  gave  such  success 
and  reflected  such  honor  upon  the  infant  city.  For  the 
last  thirty  years  or  so  Lowell  has  not  been  my  abode, 
but  I  have  marked  its  career  with  an  ever-affectionate 
interest. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  Elisha  J^artlett's  ser- 
vice as  mayor,   I  remember    rallying    him  a  little  because 
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he  had  not  signalized  his  achninistration  by  the~  suppres- 
sion of  any  riot  or  rebellion.  I  have  often  since  recalled 
his  appropriate  reply:  "No,"  said  he,  "and  there  need 
never  be  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  where  there 
is  strict  justice  to  all  parties." 

The  history  of  your  city  is  a  confirmatory  comment  on 
these  words.  It  has  had  a  difficult  role  to  act,  steering 
between  the  power  of  the  corporations  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  deniands  of  the  citizens  on  the  other.  In  the 
present  troubled  times  of  conflict  between  labor  and  capital, 
the  peaceable  condition  of  Lowell  h;is  justl)'  attracted  wide 
notice  and  praise.  This,  of  course,  is  not  altogether  ow- 
ing to  municipal  guidance.  The  wise  })lans  of  the  early 
founders  of  Lowell  have  largely  contributed  to  this  result. 
It  was  their  constant  endeavor  to  make  operatives  owners 
of  stock  in  the  companies  and  de})ositors  in  the  savings 
institutions.  There  would  have  been  fewer  strikes  in  our 
country  if  there  were  everywhere  like  unity  of  interest. 
May  the  lesson  nex'cr  be  forgotten  in  Lowell,  and  may 
it  be  remembered  in  other  places  ! 
With   great  regard,   I  am 

Youis,  sincerely, 

HENRY  A.  MILES. 

FROM  HON.  EDWIN  A.  ALGER. 

Boston,  Mass.,  IVIarch  16,  18S6. 

CiiAS.   H.   MonsoN,   Esq.,   Secretary,   Lowell,  Mass.  : 

My  dear  5/r,  —  Your  letter,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incor- 
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poration  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  extending;  to  mc  an  invi- 
tation to  be  present  on  that  occasion,  which  is  to  occur 
on  the   1st  of  April  next,  is  before  mc. 

I  have  to  say  that  I  most  cordially  accept  the  invita- 
tion, and  will   be  present   as  desired. 

Please  extend  to  the  Committee  my  thanks  for  this  in- 
vitation, and  more  especially  the  kind  consideration  which 
l)rom|)ted   it,  and  believe  me, 

Yours,   ver)'  truly, 

l^DWIN  A.  ALGER. 


FROM  A.  B.    WRIGHT,  ESQ. 

l^osTON,   ]\E\ss.,   Mnrcli  30,  1S86. 

Chas.   H.   Hobsox,   Esq.,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir,  —  Please  convey  my  thanks  to  the  Committee 
on  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  incor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Lowell,  for  the  kind  invitation 
extended  to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  It  affords  me 
great  })leasure  to  say  that   I   gladly  accept. 

My  long  residence  in  Lowell,-  conmiencing  in  April, 
1826,  and  ending  in  1869,  has  endeared  its  peoi)le  to  me 
far  beyond  my  power  of  expression.  I  could  say  many 
things  of  a  reminiscent  character  concerning  places  and 
events  connected  with  the  city;  but  as  the  occasion  will 
bring  forth,  doubtless,  a  large  number  of  recitals  of  that 
character,  I  will  not  extend  this  reply  to  the  invitation 
of  the  Committee  by  giving  any  of  my  recollections  con- 
cerning the  city. 
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Lowell  bc^^an  its  charter  existence  only  foui'teen  years 
after  that  of  l^oston,  and  was  the  third  city  in  the  State 
in  its  order  of  incorporation,  bein^^  only  one  week  behind 
Salem.  The  city  of  Lowell  has  a  record  of  fifty  years, 
taken  in  all  its  parts,  whether  as  regards  its  g-overnnient, 
its  officials,  or  its  citizens,  of  which  she  may  feel  justly 
proud. 

Yours,  i-espectfully, 

A.  j^.  WRKxjrr. 

FROM  ALVAX  CLARK,  JiSO. 

CA^n!l<n)c;r•:l'()UT,  Mass.,  March  27,  [.SS6. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  I  was  the  hi'st  man  e\^er  married  in 
the  town  of  Lowell,  and  niy  wife  still  li\'es.  Our  hrst 
child,  who  has  long  ]:)een  my  business  partner,  was  born 
there.  Sixty  years  ago  1  had  excellent  and  dear  friends 
there,  and  have  ever  since  cherished  a  li\'ely  interest  in 
them  and  in   the  city  of  Lowell. 

1  should  rejoice  to  be  ])i-esent  on  such  an  occasion  as 
the  first  of  Apial  is  to  bring  you,  but  1  have  reached 
my  eighty-thii-d  yeai",  and   need  rest. 

Most   respectfully  youi's, 

ALVAN  CLARK. 


FROM  CHARLFS  FLFTCHFR,  FSQ. 

Boston,  Mass.,  March  29,  F.SS6. 

CiiAS.   IT.   HoBSON,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  Your  invitation  to  attend  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary   of    the    incorporation    of    your    city    was  received 
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last  Saturday,  and  in  reply  would  say  that  I  duly  appre- 
ciate the  honor. 

It  would  <j;ivc  me  pleasure  to  be  present  on  the  occa- 
sion, as  I  have  always  felt  much  interest  in  that  place, 
being  a  dii'ect  descendant  of  one  of  the  ancient  families 
of  the  old  town  of  Chelmsford,  now  included  in  the  city 
of  Lowell.  My  father  was  born  on  the  fanii  adjoining 
the  city  farm.  IMy  grandfather  Robert,  and  great-grand- 
father William,   owned  imd   lived  on  it. 

I  lived  in  what  is  the  city  about  two  years,  — 1826 
and  1827, —  and  was  at  the  second  annual  town-meeting, 
of  which  Mr.  Kirk  J^oott  was  moderator,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
A.  Colnn-n  was  town-clerk.  I  have  been  in  Lowell  much 
since  that  time,   and   have  seen  its  i)rogress. 

I  was  born  in  Wilton,  N.  II.,  July  6,  iSoo,  so  you 
perceive  I  am  cpute  advanced  in  life,  but  able  to  do 
something  in   the    Lirectory   Office  at  present. 

My  hearing  is  very  poor,  so  that  1  could  understand 
but  little  that  was  said  at  the  meeting,  and  my  enjoy- 
ment would  be  much  less  than  if  riot  dei»ri\'ed  of  tliat 
important  sense. 

Our  I'detcher  J^'amily  Re-union  is  to  be  held  in  Lowell, 
the  latter  {xirt  of  iVugust  next,  and,  if  living  and  able,  I 
slKdl   wish  to   meet   them  again. 

After  these  considerations,  I  have  concluded  it  best  to 
deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  attending  your  celebiation.  f 
hoi)e  you  will  all  enjoy  the  meeting,  and  that  the  i)eople 
and  business  of  Lowell  may  continue  to  prosper  in  the 
future  as  in   the  })ast. 

Thanking  y(ju    lor  your   kindness,    f  am, 

AL)st   respectlull)'  yonrs, 

CIIAS.  FLLTCLICR. 
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FROlM  GliO.  E.  FRAXCIS,  ESQ. 

WoKCKSTER,  Mass.,  May  31,  1SS6. 

CiiAS.   H.   HonsoN,   Esq.,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  very  much  regret  that  it  is  out  of  niy 
})()\ver  to  be  pi'e.seut  at  the  anniversary  exercises,  and  that 
I  cannot  accept  the  hos[)itahty  of  my  native  city  on  that 
interesting  occasion. 

With   many  thanks  for  }'our  courtesy,   I  remain 
Very  tiaily  yours, 

Gh:oRGi^:  1^:.  I'RAncis. 
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